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Pastor / The Reverend 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Service Team Leader   

 Jan Carter 

Evangelism Team Leader        

 Pam Arnold    

Learning Team Leader                

 Linda Jantzen 

Worship Team Leader 

 Brenda Burke 

Property Team Leader 

 Wayne Rimer 

Cong Care Team Leader 

 Beverly Weed 

Vision Team Leader 

               Marie Putney 

Youth  

 Carley Congdon  

 DJ Watts 

 (one year term) 

STAFF AND  CONGREGATIONAL  COUNCIL  

òA CARING  FAMILY  OF 

GODó 

Council Members serve two 
year terms with the 

exception of the youth 
members, serving a one year 

term. 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB! 
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SPECIAL  POINTS  OF 

INTEREST : 

Martin Luther Church    
is the only ELCA 
Congregation on      
James Island 

Martin Luther Church 
was organized on 
February 5, 1961. 

222 Disciples call Martin 
Luther Church their home 
church. 

Eight Pastors have 
shepherded Martin Luther 
disciples since its 
organization. 

MISSION STATEMENT  

(Adopted 5/20/2007) 

 

Our Mission  

 ñA Caring Family of Godò 

Brought together by Grace  

Nourished by the Word  

Led by the Spirit  

Sent out in Service  

To Share Godôs Love 

 

 

Our Vision  

To be the extended Family of God for those in our community; reaching 
out to those searching for a church home, caring for the poor and those 

in need, and offering ministries for children, youth and adults.  

 

Our Values  

We are all children of the same heavenly Father and brothers and 

sisters in faith  

We are all in need of Godôs love and grace  

We are all called to become disciples of Jesus;  

living a life of prayer  

studying Godôs Word 

offering to God our worship and praise  

inviting others to ñcome and seeò 

encouraging one another in the faith  

serving all in need  

and giving in joyful response for all that God has so 

graciously given us  
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òWe are a caring family of God, 
brought together by Grace and 
nourished by the Word.  Led by the 
Spirit, we are sent out in Service to 

Share Godõs Love.ó 

 

Hopefully, you recognize these words from our worship 
service every Sunday.  They are, of course, the words of 
our Mission Statement. 

 

As we went through the visioning process that led to the 
adoption of our Mission, Vision and Values, several years 
ago, one phrase kept coming up time and time again in 
describing Martin Luther Church, òWe are a caring 
family of God.ó  

 

And as we thought about that description, we realized that 
it was also a good way to understand the vision for 
ministry that we believed God was calling us to in this time 
and place, òTo be the extended Family of God for those 
in our community; reaching out to those searching for 
a church home; caring for the poor and those in need, 
and offering ministries for children, youth; and 
adults.ó 

 

Being a caring family of God for us is about doing 

things Together : 

 

Witnessing Together , sharing the good news of 
Godõs reconciling love and our adoption as children of 
God, and brothers and sisters to one another, with those 
longing for love and acceptance and all that comes with 
being a part of caring family of God like ours.   

 

Serving Together  by reaching out with the love of 
Christ to those in need in our community and around the 
world. 

  

Offering Care and Support Together for 

Children, Youth and their Families. 

 

And Ministering Together  to and with adults, 
especially those facing the challenges that come with aging. 

And I believe, Together with the Holy Spirit , 

we are doing amazing things in each of these areas and 
touching the lives of hundreds with the gospel every day. 

 

And one of the greatest assets that God has given us for this 
ministry is our building and grounds.  Everyday our facility 
is in use providing a place for Worship, Bible Study, 
WELCA, LMM, children and youth programs, music and 
choirs, VBS, Day Camp, Respite Care, AA, Alanon, Cub 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, social ministry 
organizations, synod and conference events, and a safe 
place to pick up and drop of children for school each day. 

 

We are so blessed.  But next year, 2011, we will celebrate 
our 50 year anniversary of organization and our building 
will be reaching that same half century mark shortly 

thereafter. Weõve done a good job Together caring 
for our building over the years, but now it is in need of 
renovations. 

 

If Martin Luther is a caring family of God, then this is our 
home and itõs time we made some upgrades.  Maybe itõs 
not the best time budget wise for a major renovation, but 
then as a homeowner I can tell you, it never will be.  And 
my sense is that itõs time to bite the bullet and do it. 

 

The good news is, we are A Caring Family of 

God!   And that means we donõt have to do it alone! We 

can do it Together  with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ and with our blessed heavenly Father and His Holy 
Spirit.  

 

So now we can be A Caring Family of God - 

Building Together  too. And I, for one, am pretty 
excited about that.  I hope you are too. 

 

God loves you!  And so do I!  

 

Grace and Joy! 

 

Pastor Cooper 
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Y OUR  CHURCH  COUNCIL  AT  W ORK  

Mark the date of Saturday, April 24 on 
your calendar and circle it in RED as 
the Operation INASMUCH Day for 
the SC Synod and the James Island 
Churches.  If you are interested in helping with this awesome day 
of outreach projects, please contact the church office!  We are 
excited about participating again this year and hope to involve all 
of our Disciples in some form of outreach to our community.   

OPERATION INASMUCH  

The Congregation Council held a 
Retreat at the Charleston Library 
Society on Saturday, January 23.  
Planning, discussions, dreams and 
prayers were a part of the retreat!  

Thank you to all who attended and to 
Janice Knight for arranging such a great 

meeting area for us! 



This is the ninety-eighth in a series of history of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church prepared by 

Richard W. Jantzen, Sr. 

Continuing with the minutes of Council meeting of September 12, 1961. 

Mr. Lightsey asked if Council desired the Lutheran Laymen Movement to continue the direction of the 

balance of the Building Fund Program.  Charles E. Rogers made a motion that Lutheran Laymen Movement 

continue the direction of the program.  This motion was seconded by Francis G. Berger, voted and approved. 

Pastor Boliek reported that he had called Dr. Ellis and told him of the Congregational action to purchase the 

property on Harbor View Road.  Dr. Ellis was very gracious in accepting our offer and would proceed with 

the necessary legal aspects.  Dr. Ellis will have a survey made of the property.  He reported that the legal 

transaction may take several months.  Pastor Boliek asked if a tentative agreement could be signed, so that we 

may proceed with plans and development of the lot.  Dr. Ellis took this information for further study and 

would advise Pastor Boliek.  Pastor Boliek also asked Dr. Ellis if payment could be made in three installments, 

one each year.  This could be worked out if interest were paid on the balance due. 

New business was then presented. 

Ervin Taylor, Chairman of the Organ Committee is to investigate the purchasing of an organ for the Church, 

since the present organ is under a renal contract.  If the present organ is to be purchased, the speaker is to be 

turned to face the congregation, if this is possible. 

Pastor Boliek reminded Members of Council that the annual Congregational meeting is just a few months 

away and planning should be started.  The business to be covered at this meeting is purchase of an organ, 

election of three Councilmen, and approval of a budget.  Discussion then ensued concerning the meeting 

relative to time, place, date, and whether it should be a supper meeting. 

Carroll Clinkscales made a motion that the meeting be held at the James Island Elementary School at 7:00 PM, 

November 26, 1961, with light refreshments.  This motion was seconded by Thomas Jamison, voted, and 

approved.  Carroll Clinkscales was appointed Chairman of arrangements and publicity for the Annual 

Congregational Meeting. 

Pastor Boliek read the following names of persons desiring to join the Church.  Mr. and Mrs. Edison Yon and 

son Thomas Yon; Mr. Carroll A. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. L.L. Connelly; Mr. and Mrs. Ashley G. Smith; Mr. 

James Walker; and Mrs. Ted Huckabone.  Francis G. Berger made a motion that these persons be accepted 

into membership.  This motion was seconded by Charles E. Rogers, voted, and approved. 

Thomas A. Jamison made a motion that Thanksgiving Morning Service be held at 10:00 AM on Thanksgiving 

Day.  This motion was seconded by Ervin Taylor, voted, and approved. 
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Join us! 

Join us for our Holy Grounds Coffee House 

Worship Experience.  We will have coffee (and 

�R�W�K�H�U���E�H�Y�H�U�D�J�H�V�����I�U�R�P���D���O�R�F�D�O���³�&�R�I�I�H�H���+�R�X�V�H�´����
along with some purposeful conversations, music 

and communion.  All are welcome. 

�³�+�R�O�\���*�U�R�X�Q�G�V�´�� 

Coffee House  

Worship Experience  

MARTIN LUTHER 

CHURCH  

1605 Harbor View Road 

James Island, SC 

T IME : 5 PM  

EACH  T HIRD  SATURDAY  

OF THE  M ONTH  
CASUAL DRESSñ  COME  IN  YOUR  JEANS  AND  A  T-SHIRT ! 


