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2008-2009 Officers 

President / Mary Lou Hoover 

V-President / Peggy Oxendine 

Secretary / Joni Suggs 

Treasurer / Janice Knight 

Financial Secretary /       
 Gary Asleson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF 

Pastor / The Reverend 
Stephen G. Cooper 

Director Music /             
Alice Scheld 

Director of Congregational 
Ministries / Sherry Fowler 

Office Hours are 

MondayñFriday 

8:30 AM until 1:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Service Team Leader   

 Jan Carter 

Evangelism Team Leader        

 Pam Arnold    

Learning Team Leader                

 Linda Jantzen 

Worship Team Leader 

 Brenda Burke 

Property Team Leader 

 Wayne Rimer 

Cong Care Team Leader 

 Beverly Weed 

Vision Team Leader 

               Marie Putney 

Youth  

 Carley Congdon  

 DJ Watts 

 (one year term) 

STAFF AND  CONGREGATIONAL  COUNCIL  

òA CARING  FAMILY  OF 

GODó 

Council Members serve two 
year terms with the 

exception of the youth 
members, serving a one year 

term. 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB! 
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L UTHER  L INES 

INS I D E  TH IS  IS S U E : 

PASTORõS  

MESSAGE 

2 

GRIEF SUPPORT 4 

WELCA 6 

NEWS 8 

MLK. JR. EVENT 9 

PRAYERS 10 

H ISTORY 14 

SPECIAL  POINTS  OF 

INTEREST : 

Martin Luther Church    
is the only ELCA 
Congregation on      
James Island 

Martin Luther Church 
was organized on 
February 5, 1961. 

222 Disciples call Martin 
Luther Church their home 
church. 

Eight Pastors have 
shepherded Martin Luther 
disciples since its 
organization. 

EPIPHANY  

SEASON OF LIGHT  

The twelve days of the Christmas Season 
end on January 5th and the Epiphany 
Season begins January 6th, the Day of 
Epiphany when churches in the west 
celebrate the coming of the magi. 

 

The word òepiphanyó means òmanifestó, as in, 
òGod in flesh made manifestó, from the 
beautiful Epiphany hymn, òSongs of 
Thankfulness and Praiseó.  And the Day of 

Epiphany celebrates the manifestation of God in Christ Jesus to 
the nations in the persons of these holy men from the east. 

 

Epiphany in the eastern tradition (and the First Sunday after the 
Epiphany in the west) celebrates the Baptism of Jesus by John 
and the last Sunday of Epiphany celebrates the Transfiguration, 
both with voices from heaven declaring òThis is my beloved son!ó    

 

As the light of the star first guided the wise men to the holy 
birth, so may this season of light make the presence of God 
manifest in our lives. 



2010   WOW !!! 
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I remember as a youth imagining 
what the world would be like in 
the year 2000 when I would turn 
50 and 2010 when I would be 60.  

It seemed so òout thereó.  

  

For that matter, I remember reading the book ò1984ó 
in high school (in the 60s) and watching the movie 
ò2001: A Space Odysseyó and thinking they seemed so 
far away.   

 

Can it really be 2010? 

 

Well, ready or not, here it is! And although the 
reality doesnõt even come close to my imagining, in 
some ways not as advanced as I might have dreamed 
(whatever happened to my jet pack or my own 
personal flying machine ala the òJetsonsó?) and in 
other ways far more (who could have dreamed the 
internet, GPS and Blackberrys?), I am really looking 
forward to all this coming year can bring. 

 

We witnessed God doing some simply incredible 
things here at Martin Luther, and in our community, 
in 2009 and I canõt wait to see what He has in store 
for us in 2010.   

 

Last year as a congregation, we read or listened to the 
whole New Testament in our òFaith Comes by 
Hearingó project during Lent. And we participated in 
not one, but two, INASMUCH projects in the spring.  

 

We held a morning and an evening Vacation Bible 
School and a Camp LutherRoads during the summer. 
And our youth, along with some of our adults, again 
built a home for a family in Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, with the Almost Heaven Habitat for 
Humanity on their annual mission trip.  

 

 

In the mean time our Respite Care ministry continues 
to grow! Our Boy Scout and Cub Scout troops are 
thriving! We added an AA group and an Al-Anon 
group on Saturday nights and continue to host the AA 
group that meets on Sundays.   

 

Pastor Llyn Drumbor preached a wonderful series of 
meditations for us during Advent on Isaiah.  Alice 
Scheld, our Goodwin Ringers and the Martin Luther 
Choir continued to bring us wonderful music such as 
the wonderful Christmas Cantata in December. And 
our Sunday School, children and youth programs also 
continued to be a great blessing (I just loved this 
yearõs Christmas pageant, didnõt you?). 

 

In 2010, weõve already got a new Grief Support 6 
Week Seminar planned to begin in January.  We are 
looking at starting a Stephen Ministry program at 
Martin Luther sometime in the new year.  And last 
fall we voted to hold a capital campaign this coming 
spring in hopes that we will be able to renovate our 
building, make our bathrooms more accessible, 
expand our narthex and renew and refresh our 
worship space.  

 

All in time for 2011 when we will be celebrating our 
50th anniversary of organization! 

 

2011!  Wow!  That canõt be next year, can it? 

 

Thank you Martin Luther Church! And thank you 
God for a wonderful 2009! 

 

I canõt wait to see what God has in store for us in 
2010 and beyond! 

 

God loves you and so do I! 

 

Grace and Joy, 

Pastor 
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CHILDREN õS OFFERING  

The children of Martin Luther Church collect an offering each Sunday 
morning during the Childrenõs Sermon.  The collected offering will go 
to an Orphanage in Arequipa, Peru called the òAldea Infantil Sagrada 
Familiaó (translated The Sacred Family Orphanage).  There are 50 
children who call the Aldea home and their ages range from 2 to 15 
years old.  In addition to our monetary support, please keep the 
children and the staff in your prayers.   

 

 

 

 

The Children and Staff of òAldea Infantil Sagrada Familiaó sent a 

Christmas Message to Martin Luther Church!  

 

In This Time of Reflection and Unity  

ñThat the child Jesus is born in each of our hearts  

and always reigns there.ò 

Merry Christmas  

Fill us with peace, love and happiness.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  

That next year 2010 be full of happiness and prosperity for all our  

benefactors and volunteers that love us so much!  

These are sincerest wishes of our Director  of La ALDEA, R.P. 
Frank and of the personnel and all the children of The Sacred 

Family of LA ALDEA  

That Christ Child Jesus bless you.  Thank you for supporting us!  


