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INTEREST : 

Martin Luther Church    
is the only ELCA 
Congregation on      
James Island 

Martin Luther Church 
was organized on 
February 5, 1961. 

222 Disciples call Martin 
Luther Church their home 
church. 

Eight Pastors have 
shepherded Martin Luther 
disciples since its 
organization. 

Congregational Meeting 
and Picnic 

 

Please join us on Sunday, May 16th for 
an exciting day of Celebrations!!!!! 

We will begin our Summer Worship Schedule on this 
Sunday  / 9:30 AM Summer Sunday School òTending Godõs 
Gardenó and 10:00 AM Holy Communion Worship Service. 

On May 16th following the service we will gather for our 
Congregational Meeting where we will receive the Annual 
Report of the church and elect Council Team Members for 

two-year terms (youth for a one-year term).   

Then we will be celebrating with our annual Congregational 
Picnic, honoring our leaders, teachers, volunteers, and 

graduates!!!  This yearõs Picnic will be sponsored by our youth 
as a fundraiser for the upcoming mission trip.   

 

shhhéé.this is also Pastor 
Cooperõs 60th Birthdayéé 

There will be Hot Dogs, 
Hamburgers, Fellowship and 

Fun.  
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NOW WHAT? 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the 
LORD: 2Come, go down to the potter's house, 
and there I will let you hear my words. 3So I 

went down to the potter's house, and there he was working at his 
wheel. 4The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's 
hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

5Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6Can I not do with you, O 
house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just like 
the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of 
Israel. 

I do know that it is possible to overdo even a good thing, but 
I couldnõt resist one more article about our òA Caring Family of 
God ð Building Togetheró campaign.   

As of April 19th, we have received 79 pledges for a 3 
year total of $173,612!  

In this financial climate, I believe that number is 
huge!  I know this is still short of our three year goal of 
$300,000, but I want you to know that I think this 
campaign has already been an unqualified success.  
While I am still hopeful that our pledge total will continue to 
grow and could quite possibly reach the $300,000 mark 
before the three years are up, I could not be more 
excited by this response. 

And pledges from 79 families in a congregation our 
size is nothing short of phenomenal! And we know that 
there are still families in our congregation that, for one 
reason or another, just cannot make such a financial 
commitment at this time, but hope to do so in the future.  
Please know that if you are one of these, we truly do 
understand and that we value your prayers and support in 
other ways just as much as those who have been able to make 
such a financial commitment. Our thanks to everyone for 
making this such a great campaign! 

So now what? 

Well, we have work to do.  In the coming months our 
building team will need to meet and begin to put together a 
plan detailing the renovations to our building these pledges 
will enable us to make, bringing them back to the 
congregation for final approval.   

But more than this, we will need to be praying and 
discerning exactly how these changes in our 
building will allow us to fulfill our mission to be a 

caring family of God for each other and for our 
community and world.   

Kennon Callahan, author of òTwelve Key to an Effective 
Churchó, says that whenever a congregation builds or 
renovates their facilities they have an increased 
window of visibility in their community.   

Churches like ours that have seen very little change in their 
outward appearance over the years tend to become an 
invisible part of the landscape.   

But new building and renovation catches peopleõs 
attention and arouses their curiosity.   

Callahan goes on to say that to take full advantage of this 
increased visibility we need to have just as detailed a 
plan for the ministry we hope these renovations will 
allow, and ways to communicate them to our 
neighbors, as our building team has for the 
renovations themselves.  

As we made clear throughout the campaign, the reason for 
doing these renovations is to help us be more 
effective in our outreach. Just as the potter in Jeremiahõs 
vision reworked and reshaped the vessel he was making, we 
believe God is calling us to reshape our building and facilities 
for greater mission and ministry in the years to come.   

But more than just reshaping our building, I believe God is 
remolding and reshaping us, both as individuals and as a 
congregation.  The success of this campaign is itself, I believe, 
a sign that God has great things in store for us.  God has 
work for us to do building together a caring family 
of God in this community. And, as always, our biggest 
challenge will be to let go and let God! 

 

Abba Father, you are the potter,  

We are the clay, the work of your hands. 

Mold us and fashion us, 

Into the image of Jesus your Son. 

 

God loves you! And so do I! 

Grace and Joy! 

Pastor Cooper 



Thanks be to God!!!  

What more can be said?  Although we have not met our goal of $300,000 we have received 79 
pledges for a total of $173,612.00 which is wonderful.  Thanks to everyone for your support of 
this important project.  

Please begin your pledges immediately.  Pledge envelopes have been ordered and should be 
available by May 1 st.  If you have a pledge to turn in now please be sure to mark your check 
òBuilding Fundó or òCapital Campaignó as we need to keep these funds separate from the 
general collection.  

I would also like to thank Ken Robertson who has volunteered to be the Treasurer for the funds 
raised through our Capital Campaign.  Thank you Ken and we know you will do a great job.  

If you have not yet turned in your pledge please do so as soon as possible.  We are trying to wrap 
up the pledge process and move into the next phase of deciding WHAT renovations we would like 
to complete.   

Also if you cannot pledge at this time simply turn in your pledge card stating such.  This will help 
us narrow down the members who need to be called.  

Once again thanks to everyone.  Although we have not met our original goal of $300,000 the 
campaign was still a success and I look forward to seeing what the future holds for our òCaring 
Family of God.ó 

      Blessings,     Kathy Swittenberg  

Capital Campaign Update 
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Martin Luther Church recently enrolled in the 
Stephen Series.  The Stephen Series system 
organizes laypeople to do caring ministry by 
bringing Christõs healing love to people who are 
grieving, depressed, or experiencing other stresses 
in life.   

Sherry Fowler attended an intensive seven-day 
Leaderõs Training Course in St. Louis, Missouri, April 11ñ17.  
Pastor Steve and Sherry are in the planning stages of beginning 

the training of disciples to be Stephen Ministers here at Martin Luther Church.  If 
you would like to learn more about Stephen Ministry, please see Pastor Cooper or 
Sherry Fowler in the church office. 

Stephen Ministry 
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GROW in FAITH.  HAVE FUN.  CHANGE the WORLD. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010 

Join us, Martin Luther Lutheran Church, for day and evening VBS sessions. 

Sunday, June 13th thru Thursday, June 17th  from 6-7:30pm  

This is for all ages. An ADULT session will be provided. Please join us in 
the fellowship hall for a light meal at 6pm   

 Monday, June 14th thru Friday, June 18th  from 9am to 12pm 

Ages 3 thru 12. Older Youth are invited to attend and be leaders. 

Please fill out the registration at the bottom of this page and return it to 
the Church office.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer 

please call Marcia @ 709-1580 or marciadark@aol.com 

òcaring for it [creation]ðtogetherð is both a good work and a collective act of faith.ó  

Grow in 
Faith. 

Have Fun. 
Change 

the World.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

VBS REGISTRATION FORM 

 

  __________     Evening VBS   
  __________ Morning VBS 

 

Please indicate which VBS you will be attending.  

Children are invited to attend both. Activities will be different. 

 

Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Age      ____________________________________________Grade____________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone_______________________________     Cell___________________________________ 

 

Email______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Allergies___________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:marciadark@aol.com

