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JOIN US FOR A SUNDAY FULL OF EXCITEMENT,  

FUN AND FOOD! 

WE WILL BE WORSHIPING WITH OUR FRIEND, PASTOR 
RUSSEL F. SEABRIGHT AND HEAR GOD’S MESSAGE 
THAT HE BRINGS TO US.   

FOLLOWING THE 10 AM WORSHIP SERVICE, WE WILL 
GATHER IN THE SANCTUARY FOR OUR SEMI-ANNUAL 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING.  AT THIS MEETING WE 
WILL BE REVIEWING AND ACCEPTING OUR 
OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2012 ALONG WITH 
RECEIVING VERBAL REPORTS FROM VARIOUS 
MINISTRIES AT MLLC.   

AFTER THIS BRIEF MEETING WE WILL BE ENJOYING A 
THANKS GIVING MEAL (HOSTED BY THE FELLOWSHIP 
TEAM) WITH TURKEY AND HAM.  THE SIDE DISHES 
AND DESSERTS ARE THE ITEMS THAT WE WOULD 
LIKE FOR YOU TO BRING TO SHARE.   

WE ARE TAKING RESERVATIONS NOW FOR THE 
THANKS GIVING COVERED DISH 
MEAL.  PLEASE CONTACT THE 
CHURCH OFFICE (WHETHER YOU 
ARE ATTENDING OR NOT) SO THAT 
WE MAY PLAN ACCORDINGLY.    

CONSECRATION SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 20, 2011 

GUEST LEADER 

PASTOR RUSSEL F SEABRIGHT 



“What’s Our Investment Strategy?” 
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Bible doesn’t speak so much about tithing as it does 
first fruits giving, which means that you give to the 
Church (and to you future?) first and then use the rest 
of your income to care for yourself and your family. 

If we as Christians donõt invest much in our faith; worshiping 
regularly, studying Godõs Word, giving of our time, talent 
and treasure to the work of Godõs kingdom, weõre probably 
not going to get much in return.   

Please don’t confuse this return on investment with 
earning God’s love or our salvation. God’s love is 
unconditional and our salvation is a free gift!   

However, even though I know my mother loves me 
unconditional, I sure miss out on the benefits of that love 
when I neglect to call or visit her.   

And it is the same with God.   God’s gonna love us 
whether we go to church, give of our time, talent 
and treasure, or not!  But what good does that love 
do us if we have no relationship with the one who 
gives it?  

And finally, the same equation that works for our financial 
investments, also applies to our spiritual investments, High 
Risk/Higher Returns, Low Risk/Lower Returns.   

This coming Sunday is All Saints Sunday.  And when I think 
of all the great saints who have gone before us, I am amazed 
at the risks they took for their faith; persecution, hardship, 
toil, even physical suffering and death.  They put their lives 
on the line.  It is sobering to remember that the word 
“martyr” literally means “witness”.  But when I look at 
saints like Peter and Paul, Martin Luther, Bonheoffer, 
Mother Teresa, I in no way pity them.  Instead I am in awe of 
them. They risk all, but I believe they got even more 
in return.  Because when it comes to investing God’s 
Kingdom, it is really no risk at all. All our 
investments are guaranteed! 

And that goes as well for our church.  Some have 
asked, and rightly so, should we be investing in 
building renovations, and starting new ministries, 
when we struggle to meet our budget (more often 
than not a losing battle).  And I do not in any way want 
to minimize the risk we take, making such a bold decisions 
and stepping out in faith.  And I cannot guarantee 
success.  I wish I could, but I canõt.   

(continued on next page) 

I just got my 401K statement for last quarter, July 1st to 
September 30th.  I’ve been depressed ever since.   

I hope yours was better than mine.  I know October was 
supposed to be one of the best months in a long time for the 
stock market (I sure hope so!), but I canõt imagine how Iõll 
ever make up what I lost over those three months. 

Believe it or not, Iõm actually fairly conservative in my 
investing.  I have attended a number of seminars hosted by 
our ELCA Board of Pensions over the years, where they have 
explained (or tried to) how our pension plan works.  (I 
usually leave more confused than when I arrived).  And they 
always ask us to consider our investment strategy.  How 
much do we plan to invest?  And how much risk are 
we willing to take?  Are we risk takers, or risk 
averse? 

At this point in my life I am wishing we had invested more of 
course, but in addition to my 401k we have invested in some 
life insurance and annuities and of course our house (Not 
worth as much as it was three years ago, but there is still 
some equity there.)  

As to risk, I confess when I was younger I was willing to take 
more risks and invested more in stocks and less in the more 
secure bonds in my 401k.  Now that Iõm getting older, Iõve 
begun to rethink that strategy and Iõve begun to move a 
greater percentage of my investments into bonds with a 
smaller percentage in stocks. Which is what they have always 
advised in those seminars summed up in the equation; High 
Risk/Higher Rewards, Low Risk/Lower Rewards.   

So, as much as I lost this quarter, without my investments in 
bonds, it couldõve been a lot worse! But then, if Iõd been 
more into stocks, this past month I would have made more 
back.  Oh well. 

So what does this have to do Martin Luther Church, 
stewardship and faith? A lot actually!  Because I think the 
Lord asks us the same question the Board of Pensions asks; 
“What’s our investment strategy when it comes to 
our faith?”  How much do we plan to invest?  And 
how much risk are we willing to take?  Are we risk 
takers, or risk averse? 

When it comes to personal stewardship I always 
recommend to people the 10/10/80 rule.  Give 10% to 
the church, give another 10% to yourself in saving and 
investments for the future, and then spend whatõs left.  The 
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“PASTOR COOPER TO BE ARRESTED!” 

To My Dear Friends,  

It is now time to learn who my TRUE friends are.  On Wednesday, November 16th, I 

am being ñLocked Upò and I need your help to raise my bail.  I know some of you 

would rather pay to keep me in jail, but either way it helps those in our community 

with muscular dystrophy.  Every amount helps and here is where your money will 

go: 

Donation Amount Service: $30 Flu Shot, $74 One minute of research, $100 One 

support group session, $150 One therapy consultation, $300 Diagnostic work-up at 

an MDA clinic, $500 assists with the repair of wheelchairs and braces, $800 sends 

one child to MDA camp. 

To make a donation to my bail you can write a check payable to MDA and send it to:  

MDA, 29 Leinbach Drive, Suite B-4, Charleston, SC 29407 C/O Stephen Cooper.  

Be sure to include my name in the memo part of the check so that it will be 

attributed to my bail.  Or click below to go to my MDA webpage and donate right 

online!  https://www.joinmda.org/jamesisland/pastorcooper.  Your donation is 

appreciated and really matters to those living with Muscular Dystrophy.  Our help is 

their hope for treatments, cures and assistance.  Thank you in advance for your 

consideration and helping to make a difference. 

       

 Sincerely, 

       

 Pastor Cooper 

But I do believe God is calling us to do these things, 
and I know one thing for sure, and that is if we 
continue only to do the “safe” things we have always 
done, we will most assuredly continue to get the 
same results, including declining numbers and 
limitations on the effectiveness of our witness and 
outreach.   

I believe if we are to get a high return on our 
stewardship investments, we must sometimes take 
high risks.  And I also believe that, in the end, these 
investments too will be backed up by the one who 
calls us to make them.  Even if our ventures in faith 
do not lead to the results we hope for, I am 
convinced God will take our risks, made in faith and 
trust, and will prosper them in unexpected ways. 

Bottom line, when it comes to deciding how much 
we are willing to invest, and willing to risk, for God, 
we need to remember what he invested and risked 
for us and for our salvation.   

God loves you! And so do I! 

Grace and Joy. 

Pastor 

PS Just like other so-called financial advisors I feel 
I need to give my own disclaimer.  I freely admit that 
when it comes to giving financial advice, I have very 
little worldly expertise.  However, I do have some 
experience as a spiritual advisor.  And if you would like 
Jesus take on this subject (WWJD), I would refer you to 
Matthew 6:19-21 

http://joinmda.org/jamesisland/pastorcooper
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Sunday, November 20
th
  – 4:00 to 6:00PM - Kids Club – Service 

St. John’s Lutheran  

5 Clifford Street 

Charleston 

  

We will be decorating and stuffing travel mugs to be given to the Senior Citizens Center on 
Meeting Street.(Materials will be provided.) We will have other activities and games. Dinner 
will be provided. 

  

We are asking that each child bring a nonperishable food item for our Red Wagon 
Christmas Meal. Items such as stuffing, cranberry sauce, green beans, etc..All items will be 
given to Tri-county Family Ministries. 

  

We will be giving away a special prize to the church group with the most children in 

attendance.  

Luther Kids November Outing 

Sometimes It's Hard to Ask for Help  We're brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, independ-
ent people. We tend to think that if we ask for help, it is a sign of weakness. So we try 

to keep our struggles hidden, stuffed deep inside. However, that's not God's plan. 
Galatians 6:2 says "Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ." God 

wants us to care for others--and allow others to care for us in our time of need. 

If you're sad or struggling inside, don't suffer alone. Ask for help. We've got a team of 
Stephen Ministers who are ready to listen, care, encourage, pray, and help you 
through a tough time. (It's confidential too!) Find out more about Stephen Ministry 
by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders: Pastor Cooper or Sherry Fowler.  

We are beginning a new venture with our Stephen Ministers in the early part of 2012.  We in-
vite you to be a part of this new venture.  A Pastoral Care Team will be formed and there will 
be training (not as extensive as the 50 hours of Stephen Ministry training) to visit our shut-
ins, those hospitalized and those needing care.  See Sherry Fowler or Pastor Cooper for details.   

STEPHEN MINISTRY  
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òHOLY GROUNDSó  

COFFEE HOUSE 

Join us at 8:30 AM Each Sunday Morning for a Casual, 

Contemporary Worship Service.  Sip on coffee and 

enjoy homemade goodies while engaging in singing, 

worship, grace, meaningful conversation and 

fellowship. 

Martin Luther church will be proudly serving  

Fair Trade Coffee at every service! 

I wish you enough sun to keep 
your attitude bright. I wish you 
enough rain to appreciate the sun. 
I wish you enough happiness to 
keep your spirit alive. I wish you 
enough pain so that the smallest 
joys in life appear much bigger. I 
wish you enough gain to satisfy 
your wanting. I wish you enough 
loss to appreciate all that you 
possess. I wish you enough hellos 
to get through the final goodbye.  

ENOUGH 

Thank you for all of your kind 
donations. The Wee School is 
opened to visit through the week from 
8 am to noon. We are always in need 
of Lysol, Paper Towels and 

baby wipes. 

There is also a wish list of 
larger items located in the 
hallway near the 
Nursery.  Thank you for your 
continued support. Please 
contact Marcia LaFrance through the 
church office, 795-4855 if you have 
any questions or concerns.  

Noahõs Ark Wee School 
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Helene Wohlers 
Circle meets on 
the first Thursday 
of each month at 
10:00 AM at the 
church!  The 

Katherine Luther Circle meets on the 
second Monday of each month.  The 
WOW group meets on selected datesñ
watch the bulletins or call the church 
office for details.  Remember that the 
WELCA Cookbooks make wonderful 
gifts.  Cookbooks are available in the 
church office.   

WELCA 

The Trident Fall Conference was held on Sep 24th.  
Thanks to everyone for preparing dishes for the 
brunch, donations of money and for all ladies who 
graciously helped with the set-up and assisting with 
the numerous jobs as host of the conference.  Also, 
òThank youó to Alice Lingenfelter for playing piano 
for us and to Brooke Dark (and Marcia) for 
providing the nursery during the conference. 

Our 10th Annual Old Fashioned Tea, was held on 
Oct 2.   With our theme of òGone With The 
Windó, everyone enjoyed visiting with Scarlett and 
her friends, as well as, the wonderful variety of 
foods and beverages.  It was a special afternoon.  
Thanks to those who provided food dishes and all 
ladies and young ladies for attending our tea. 

 WHEN: Appointments available Monday ð Thursday 8am to 5pm 

 WHERE: Pet Helpers Spay/Neuter Clinic, 1447 Folly Road, James Island SC 

In Charleston 11,839 homeless pets entered shelters last year. Unfortunately, 5,407 of those animals were put down. The 
overpopulation of pets is a serious issue in the Lowcounrty and we need your help in preventing these innocent animals from 
losing their lives. We urge you to fix all your pets and spread the word about our low-cost spay/neuter surgeries. It is our duty 
as responsible pet owners and animal lovers to consider ALL the animals that are affected when a pet is left unfixed. 

Spay/neutering your pet prevents several forms of cancer, makes your male less like to urine mark, eliminates the heat cycle 
and uterine diseases in females, and reduces their urge to roam. It will NOT change your petõs personality. These medical 
benefits alone, should influence all pet owners to schedule an appointment today. Our spay/neuter surgeries are cost effective 
and prevent the birth of hundreds of unwanted pets. 

Pet Helpers is a pet adoption center and spay/neuter clinic. We are a widely recognized rescue organization that is dedicated to 
solving the problem of pet overpopulation and providing quality shelter for homeless animals. Our organizationõs reputation is 
rooted in its mission to provide assistance and information to the public concerning animal issues. Pet Helpers serves the tri-
county areas of Berkley, Dorchester and Charleston Counties and we have established ourselves as the only independent shelter 
that is fully staffed and maintains regular business hours. 

For more information please contact Lauren Lipsey at 843.795.1110 ext. 16 or visit our website at www.PetHelpers.org. 
Also, donõt forget to like us on Facebook to stay up to date on this and other discount specials available at the Greer Spay/
Neuter Clinic. 

Free Spay/Neuter Surgeries Available to Eligible Residents of 29403, 29407 and 29412 

http://www.PetHelpers.org


JAMES ISLAND , SC  29412 PAGE 7 

SPARK Sunday School 

Every Sunday following the Childrenôs Sermon at the 10 

AM Worship Service, the children of the congregation 

go with a leader to enjoy a ñchildrenôs Sunday Schoolò 

time with the SPARK Lectionary series.  The children 

learn in their own way the passages and scripture for the 

Sunday.  Often games and crafts are included in the learning.  Each 

Sunday, an adult leader and a Youth assistant work hard to make the 

learning time something special for your young ones.  Please enjoy 

this time and if your would like, contact the church office to see how 

you may be placed on the adult leader rotation list.   

SERVICE  TEAM 

Do you have a longing and yearning in your heart to “help” 
those in need?   

Do you have the gift of hospitality?   

Do you want to see all of God’s children clothed and fed?   

Then attend the Service Team meeting to be held on Thursday, November 
10 at 7 PM at the church.  Martin Luther Church has had a long history of 
being a òCaringó congregation in its assistance with the organization of 
Lutheran Social Services (now Tricounty Family Ministries), the James 
Island Outreach, Ronald McDonald House, Our Lady 
of Mercy on Johns Island, Habitat for Humanity, 
Operation INASMUCH, and the list goes on and on.  
Please consider attending this special meeting to learn 
how we have and continue to be Godõs hands and feet 
here in this community and the world.   
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What I’ve Learned... 

I've learned.... That the best classroom in the world is 
at the feet of an elderly person. 
 
I've learned.... That when you're in love, it shows. 
 
I've learned.... That just one person saying to me, 
'You've made my day!' makes my day. 
 
I've learned.... That having a child fall asleep in your 
arms is one of the most peaceful feelings in the world. 
 
I've learned.... That being kind is more important than 
being right. 
 
I've learned.... That you should never say no to a gift 
from a child. 
 
I've learned.... That I can always pray for someone 
when I don't have the strength to help him in some 
other way. 
 

I've learned.... That no matter how 
serious your life requires you to be, 
everyone needs a friend to act goofy 
with. 
 
I've learned.... That sometimes all a 
person needs is a hand to hold and a 
heart to understand. 
 
I've learned.... That simple walks with 

my father around the block on summer nights when I 
was a child did wonders for me as an adult. 
 
I've learned.... That life is like a roll of toilet paper. The 
closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes. 
 
I've learned... . That we should be glad God doesn't 
give us everything we ask for. 
 
I've learned.... That money doesn't buy class. 
 
I've learned.... That it's those small daily happenings 
that make life so spectacular. 
 
I've learned... That under everyone's hard shell is 
someone who wants to be appreciated and loved. 
 
I've learned.... That to ignore the facts does not change 
the facts. 

I've learned.... That when you plan to get even with 
someone, you are only letting that person continue to 
hurt you. 

 
I've learned.... That love, not time, heals all wounds. 
 
I've learned.... That the easiest way for me to grow as a 
person is to surround myself with people smarter than I 
am. 
 
I've learned.... That everyone you meet deserves to be 
greeted with a smile. 
 
I've learned.... That no one is perfect until you fall in 
love with them. 
 
I've learned... That life is tough, but I'm tougher. 
 
I've learned.... That opportunities are never lost; 
someone will take the ones you miss. 
 
I've learned.... That when you harbor bitterness, 
happiness will dock elsewhere. 
 
I've learned.... That I wish I could have told my Mom 
that I love her one more time before she passed away. 
 
I've learned.... That one should keep his words both 
soft and tender, because tomorrow he may have to eat 
them. 
 
I've learned.... That a smile is an inexpensive way to 
improve your looks. 
 
I've learned.... That when your newly born grandchild 
holds your little finger in his little fist, that you're hooked 
for life. 
 
I've learned.... That everyone wants to live on top of the 
mountain, but all the happiness, and growth occurs 
while you're climbing it. 
 
I've learned .... That the less time I have to work with, 
the more things I get done.  

 

Written by Andy Rooney , a man who has the gift of 
saying so much with so few words. 
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Sue Hanshaw, Director of the Tricounty Family Ministries tells us that their 
ministry is in dire need of food, especially peanut butter.  There have been 
days that there was not enough to feed those who were at their doorsteps.   
Please consider giving a jar of peanut butter a week to TFM (you might want 
to give a little jelly to go with the peanut butter).  In the coming months, 
TFM will be needing heavy coats and jackets.  Please check your closets and 
donate any warm clothing that you might not need this season.  It will surely 
be put to good use.  All items may be brought to the church for delivery. 

PEANUT BUTTER FOR LIFE 

Since 1976, LFS Carolinas has served the CarolinasŪ most vulnerable people.  We provide safe haven for 

children in crisis, adults with special needs, refugees, and individuals and families at risk of becoming 

homeless or struggling to recover from man-made or natural disasters. We offer accredited programs that 

promote healing and wholeness and collaborate with faith and civic organizations, other human service 

providers and government agencies. 

Currently we are working throughout South Carolina to provide: 

Adult Services 

ű Residential care and support services for homeless veterans 

ű Residential care and support services for adults with developmental disabilities 

ChildrenŪs Services 

ű Therapeutic foster care services for children who are emotionally distressed, developmentally disabled or 

medically fragile 

ű Residential care and support services for dually diagnosed children with mental illness and developmental 

disabilities 

Refugee Services 

ű Assistance with housing, employment and assimilation into American culture for refugees who have fled 

their homelands to escape persecution 

Congregational Partnerships 

Consultation and support for faith-led social ministries within congregations, Women of the ELCA 

groups, Lutheran Men in Mission groups and others who want to be involved in local ministry efforts that 

directly benefit LFS clients.   

Please keep LFS in your prayers and help financially if possible.  More information is available in the church 

office. 

Lutheran Family Services 
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NEWS FOR  

A Wonderful BIG Thank you to 
Jimmy Knight for always 
making sure our grounds are 
mown, clean and beautiful!  
Jimmy, you are a blessing to us! 

Simply Giving 

A simple and convenient way to give 
  

This fall, consider signing up for electronic giving. 
Martin Luther Church relies on the financial 

support of the congregation and electronic giving 
offers an easy way to give on a recurring basis.  

 
See Sherry Fowler or Gary Asleson on registration 

forms and more information.    
 

Thank you!  

Gift Ideas 
Are you tired of giving gifts that 
are cute or pretty but have no 
significance?  Then, this Christmas 
season, consider something 
differentñmaybe the gift of a 
goat, a water well or a pig in their 
honor!  The ELCA Good Gifts 
are a creative way to do just that!  
Your gifts go to needy person or 
family in the world to help them 
to be self-sustainable and 
productive.  Your gift carries Godõs 
love to others, making a difference 
in their lives.  Catalogs are in the 
church office or gifts may be made 
online at www.elca.org/goodgifts.   

If you are a Facebook fan, make sure to 
connect to Martin Luther Church 
Disciples to get updates and 
information on the happenings at the 
church.   

Our church website is always available 
o n l i n e  t o  e v e r y o n e  a t 
www.martinlutherchurch.org.  To 
view the Luther Lines Newsletter, go 
to the website and click on Newsletter, 
then the issue you would like to 
browse.  

O u r  e - m a i l  a d d r e s s  i s 
mllc@knology.net.  Let us know if we 
may add you to our e-mail distribution 
list to receive prayer concerns and /or 
publications. 

MLLC ONLINE 

THANK YOU 



YOU TO KNOW  
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CONGRATULATIONS OUTREACH 

Often the simplest things provide the greatest 
comfort. If you would like to help someone in 
need, please consider donating NEW men's 
and women's underwear and socks to 
Tricounty Family Ministries. These items are 
in great demand and they have a very limited 
supply.   

James Island Outreach asks that Martin Luther 
Church  provide MEATS for their pantry.  
This can include canned: Tuna, Chicken, Beef, 
Salmon, Spam, Vienna Sausages and Stews 
(beef and chicken).  Please bring your 
donations to the church and put in the 
provided basket.   Thank you for your 
generosity! 

Thanks also to all those members who 

help prepare a meal each month for the 

Ronald McDonald House. We provide a 

meal for the Ronald McDonald House 

Residents each SECOND Monday of the 

month.  We prepare meals to feed 40-50 

people. Please contact Joan Cunningham 

at 795-1592 for more information or to 

assist with this ministry.  

Overeaters Anonymous offers a program of 
recovery from compulsive eating using the Twelve 
Steps and Twelve Traditions of OA. Worldwide 
meetings and other tools provide a fellowship of 
experience, strength and hope where members 
respect one anotherõs anonymity. OA charges no 
dues or fees; it is self-supporting through member 
contributions. 

OA is not just about weight loss, gain or 
maintenance; or obesity or diets. It addresses 
physical, emotional and spiritual well-being. It is 
not a religious organization and does not promote 
any particular diet. If you want to stop your 
compulsive overeating, welcome to Overeaters 
Anonymous. 

Join the OA group at Martin Luther Church each Friday 
evening from 5:30ñ6:30 PM! 

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS 

òTake Off Pounds Sensiblyó - the group meets at Martin 
Luther church every Tuesday at 5 PM.  This group works 

to support each other to eat sensibly and to exercise to 
their comfort levels.  We welcome all newcomers!!!  See 

Connie Gibson or Julie Carter for details. 

TOPS 

Congratulations to Samantha 
Anne Hernandez and Bryce 
Alexander Krizan on their 
Confirmation of Faith.  They 
both were confirmed on 
S u n d a y,  O c t o b e r  3 0 
(Reformation Sunday).  We are 
all proud of both of you!  Their 
personal Creeds may be read on 
page 17.  

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 

http://www.oa.org/new-to-oa/twelve-steps.php
http://www.oa.org/new-to-oa/twelve-steps.php
http://www.oa.org/new-to-oa/twelve-traditions.php
http://www.oa.org/new-to-oa/tools-of-recovery.php
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 A  Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained  

that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday... 

"I've gone for 30  years now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard 

something like  203,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can't remember a 

single one  of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the pastors are 

wasting  theirs by giving sermons at all." 

 This  started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor"  column, 

much  to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote  

this clincher: 

 "I've  been married for 30  years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 

32,000 meals. But, for  the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a 

single one of  those meals. But I do know this.. They all nourished me and 

gave me the  strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me 

these  meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone 

to  church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!" When you are  

DOWN to nothing... God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes 

the incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our  physical AND 

our spiritual nourishment! 

"When Satan is knocking at your door, simply say, "Jesus, could you get THAT 

FOR ME?" 

(Thanks to Andy and Barbara Young for this article)  

WHY GO TO CHURCH? 

RESPITE CARE MINISTRIES 

Join the RCM Staff for the first Annual Art Event and Sale on the Evening of 
Thursday, November 10th at the Cooper River Room, Mt Pleasant Memorial 
Park.  The goal of this exhibit is to support and further our therapeutic arts 
programming and expose and educate the general public about the inner spirit 
and immense creative capacities of people diagnosed with Alzheimerõs and 
dementia.  The exhibit will also feature the work of local Charleston artist, 
Chevis Clark.  Chevis has Alzheimerõs disease and is a regular in the Respite Care 
Programs.   Watch for details about ticket sales, silent auction and plans for food, 
fun and music! 

The Respite Care Ministries meets at Martin Luther Church for an Alzheimerõs 
Support Group each second Tuesday of the month at 6 PM.  All are invited to 
attend this program. 
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The family of Virginia Lee 

(charter MLLC member) 

at her death on Oct.28. 

The family of Carol Larson, 

)ÖÈÕɯ&ÈÕËÌÙɀÚɯ ÜÕÛȮɯÈÛɯ

her death on Oct. 27. 

The family of Evelyn Carroll, 

,ÈÙàÉÌÛÏɯ!ÙÌÕÕÈÕɀÚɯ

friend, on Oct. 29. 

Dot Sohl at Heartland 

Nursing Center  

Elizabeth King Maddox at 

Sandpiper  

Fred Wohlers at The Summit 

Place 

Emily Chaplin at Chardon 

Place on Johns Island 

Jack Cooper 

ML Lybrand  

Boots Sohl 

Carl Simmons 

Ed Sutton 

Vicki Becker 

Valeria Gleason  

Richard Jantzen 

Evy Lou Shealy 

Frankie and Norman Rhea 

Roy Baker  

Alice Scheld 

Marie and Blake Putney 

Willie Tuten  

Claire Johnson 

Ruth Fagerstrom 

Julie Allen  

Suzanne Brandt 

Alice Whitsett  

Betty Buero  

Ada Arthur  

Myra Banks  

Carol Jones  

Wayne Haga  

Carol Sommerfeld  

Amy Smith  

Babby Haynsworth  

Saundra Beiring  

Richard Haynsworth  

Johnnee Whiten  

Robby Lingenfelter  

Talmadge Rhye 

John Smith  

Jamie Dark 

Sally Cloninger  

Helen Moxley  

Ronda Willis  

Harold Henry  

Lindsey Hunt  

Fran Lingenfelter  

Joyce Freeman  

Norman Hammett  

Anna DiSumma  

Edward Gibson  

Esther Crandall 

Dick Brown  

Melissa Tuten Chapman  

Fran Suarez  

Jo Cooper  

Katherine Fowler  

Karen Boliek Parks 

Frances Drake 

Judy Stone  

Heather Cooke  

Marianne Jones  

The Aldea in Arequipa, Peru  

Robert Prokop  

Al Leone  

Tom Cavanaugh  

Mary Todd  

Inge Sproles  

Joseph Haynsworth  

Tom Cook  

Blake Fagan  

Pat Bowick  

Reid and Caitie Touchberry  

Doreen Thompson   

William Chisolm   

Bubba Bazemore  

Lee Ann Patton  

Ryan Flynn  

Kelly Blanton  

George Thomas  

PRAYERS 

There is a light 
in the world, a healing spirit, 
more powerful than any darkness 
we may encounter. 

We sometimes lose 
sight of this force, 
when there is so much suffering 
too much pain. 

Then suddenly, 
the spirit will emerge 
through the lives of 
ordinary people who 
care and answer in 
extraordinary ways. 

Mother Theresa 



Ursel Harmon, 
our resident Yoga 
Instructor and 
disciple at MLLC, will lead us 
in another session of Yoga 
classes.  Men and Women are 
invited to these classes which 
began in October and will run 
through November 7 from 
5:30ñ6:30 PM.  Session is 
$50 for members and $60 for 
non-members.  To register call 
Ursel at 843 822-9641 or the 
church office.  
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YOGA 

Mark your calendars for 

Sunday, 

November 13 

at 2 PM for the 

Annual CROP 

Hunger Walk.  

See Sherry Fowler for 

details on how you can 

walk with us to raise funds 

and support our local 

hunger agencies as well as 

provide funds for those 

throughout the world who 

face hunger daily.   

CROP Walk 

òDining Disciplesó 

Our Martin Luther Church  òDining Disciplesó will be dining on  

Friday, November 4 at 5:30 PM.    This òopen to everyoneó group 

will be dining at The Blue Rose Café (A Fantastic Irish Restaurant) 

on Ashley River Road.    Youõll find the menu and directions 

to the new location on the Fellowship Hall Bulletin Boardñ

ALONG WITH THE SIGN-UP FORM.  See Marybeth 

Brennan, Robin Richard or Sherry Fowler for details.   
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A Secret Shepherd is a person who makes a difference in the life of a fellow (younger) 
disciple.  The interested young disciples (and their parents) will complete an information 
form and submit it to the church office.  Secret Shepherds will, likewise, complete an 
information form and submit it to the church office.  The Learning Team will be pairing up 
the shepherds and lambs on Sunday, October 2 and will notify the Shepherds of their 
charge.  Each Secret Shepherd will present their little lamb with a òSparkó Bible of their 
own and will be encouraged to remember the child on special occasions.  So, if you would 
love to be a Secret Shepherd, or a lamb, complete a form found on the Narthex bulletin 
board.  If you have any questions,   please contact Angela Veronda or the church office.  
(See the following page for registration forms!) 

WHO IS A SECRET SHEPHERD? 

Beginning in November, everyone with an e-mail address will be receiving the 
newsletter by electronic mail.  Those without e-mail will continue to receive a hard 
copy of the newsletter.  (If you would like a hard copy of the newsletter along with 
the e-mail copy, just let the church office know.)  Likewise, if you have e-mail and 
are not sure that we have it, please send us a note with your address so we may 
add you to our list.  (mllc@knology.net) 

We have been researching creative ways to save money and be good stewards of 
God’s gifts.  This effort will allow us to do ALL of these things and more:   

1. We will save PAPER!!!!   

2. We will save TIME!!! 

3. We will save POSTAGE! 

4. We will be able to get the newsletter to you EARLIER! 

5. We can have a larger mailing distribution list.   

6. We will save wear and tear on our COPIER. 

7. The Newsletter will be posted to our Website. 

8. The Newsletter may be accessed from any computer with Internet 

connection. 

9. Those with sight impairments can increase the size of the pages. 

*There will be hard copies of the newsletter available at the church. 

Thank you for your support !  It means the WORLD to us! 

BENEFITS OF ELECTRONIC MAILING 



PAGE 16 LUTHER L INES 

 

Written by confirmation students at 

The New Ebenezer Retreat Center,  October 8, 2011 

 

We Believe GOD is Awesome. 

He created everything, 

Including the world in which we live.  

He is our loving Father and Mother, 

Who created each one of us 

In his image to be like GOD, 

Living under his care 

And in relationship with him. 

 

We Believe JESUS is Awesome 

And he came to us to show us that GOD is Love 

He loved us so much that he died on the cross  

To forgive us all of our sins 

So that we might be his òPeepsó 

And live with him forever.  

 

We Believe the HOLY SPIRIT is Awesome   

She is GOD, active and alive in our world and in us.  

The HOLY SPIRIT works through us and the church, 

The òPeepsó of GOD. 

Amen. 

 

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS  

 Bryce Krizan          Josh Dark          Haley Swittenberg 

Elizabeth Cockrell          Cayla Congdon          Samantha Hernandez 

Anna Marie Harmon          Leah Kovatch 

New Ebenezer Creed 
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I  Believe in God. The creator 

of everything that exists.                         

I believe that Jesus Christ 

loved me so much that he 

died for me on the cross. He 

saved me and redeemed me. 

He has freed me from my 

sins.  For all that he has done 

for me, I will be his own. I will 

serve him, and live under him 

in his kingdom.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit. 

No matter where I am, God 

will always be with me.                                                                            

I believe that I cannot truly 

understand what Gods 

intentions are for me, but I 

know theyõre good. I will 

continue to believe in him for 

eternity, for he is God, our 

father, and I am his child. 

This most certainly is true. 

Amen 

Samantha’s Creed 

I believe in God the 

Father.  

I believe that he 

created  

heaven and earth.  

 

I believe his only son 

was Jesus Christ  

and that he came to 

earth  

to be God in human 

form.  

I believe he was 

filled  

with the Holy Spirit.  

I believe he died for 

our sins.  

I believe that he 

rose from the dead.  

 

I believe the he sent 

his Holy Spirit  

to watch over us 

and care for us.  

Amen  

Bryce’s Creed 
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Come help us celebrate and prepare for the Christmas season  

Sundays, December 4 th and 11 th   

beginning at 11:30 AM and ending in the Church Sanctuary at 3 PM.   

Lunch will be served.  

 

Just like Vacation Bible School during the summer, kids ages 3 -12 will enjoy 

crafts, songs, games, practice for the Christmas pageant, snacks and making 

goodie bags for the animals up for adoption at Pet Helpers on Folly Road.   

    The MLLC Youth Group will be hosting this event as a free will donation 

fundraiser for our 2012 Mission Trip.  

PARENTS, YOU HAVE 4 HOURS TO SHOP, WRAP AND RELAX,  while your children 

are having a great time.  

 

If you have any questions please call Marcia @ 709 -1580 . 

CHRISTMAS BIBLE SCHOOL 

BIRD WATCHERS 

Are you a Bird-watcher?  Seems that there are quite 

a few of us here at Martin Luther who enjoy birds!  

What a wonderful sight to see a bird fly, light on a 

feeder and enjoy the food from a 

feeder.  If you would like to be part of 

a newly formed òBird Watchersó 

group, please let the church office 

know.  Watch for a organizational meeting and 

outings in the upcoming bulletins and newsletters.  

In the meantime, submit your favorite biblical 

verses about birds to the church office to be 

included in the Luther Lines.  

The performance of òA Feather on the 

Breath of Godó, the story of Hildegard of 

Bingen, a 12th Century Mystic, will be 

presented on Friday, November 11 at 7 

PM at the St. Benedict Catholic Church 

in My. Pleasant.  Tickets are $15 and the 

proceeds will benefit My Sisterõs House 

and The St. Benedict building fund.  Call 

843 216-0039 for more details.   

Performance 
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This is the one hundred fifteenth in a series of history of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran 
Church prepared by Richard W. Jantzen, Sr. 

Continuing with the minutes of the church Council meeting of Sunday, December 10, 1961. 

President William J. Schroeder appointed the following members of Council as Chairman of 
Committees. 

Ervin H. Taylor, Chairman of Church Property Committee, H. Edward Murray, Chairman of 
finance Committee, Ervin H. Taylor, Chairman of Worship and Music Committee, Francis B. 
Weston, Chairman of Christian Education and Literature Committee, Carroll T. Clinkscales, 
Chairman of Stewardship Committee, Francis G. Berger, Chairman of Christian Service 
Committee, and Chairman of Building Committee.  

There being no further business, Ervin H. Taylor moved for adjournment, seconded by 
Francis G. Berger, voted and approved.  Council closed by praying together the Lordõs 
Prayer. 

A special Congregational meeting was held after the Service, Sunday, December 17, 1961.  
The meeting was called to order by President William J. Schroeder. 

Thomas A. Jamison, Jr., Treasurer was asked to present the proposed 1962 budget.  Mr. 
Jamison explained the changes that appeared in this budget was due to the result of our 
anticipated income reflected from the every member visitation.  Each item in the benevolent 
expenses was explained, and the members of the congregation given an opportunity to ask 
questions.  Thomas A. Jamison, Jr. made a motion that the budget for 1962 be accepted as 
presented.  Francis G. Berger seconded the motion, voted and approved.   

Richard W. Jantzen, Chairman of the Plans and Construction Sub-Committee of the Building 
Committee was asked to report on the recommendations of the Architect for the Building 
Program.  Chairman Jantzen made a motion to accept the report.  This motion was 
seconded by Francis G. Berger, voted and approved.  President Schroeder announced that 
the Building Committee members and Members of Council thoroughly questioned the 
Members of the Sub-Committee concerning the recommendations of the Architect. 

John Seyfert made a motion that the Congregation give a vote of thanks to the Members of 
the Sub-Committee for their efforts in the work and travel involved to gather proper 
information on the various Architectural Firms.  This motion was seconded by Fred M. 
Wohlers, voted and approved.   

H ISTORY OF MARTIN LUTHER  
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MARTIN LUTHER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

Officers 

President / Gary Asleson 

V-President / Pam Arnold 

Secretary / Linda Waite 

Treasurer / Janice Knight 

Financial Secretary /       
 Buddy Diffenderfer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF 

Pastor / The Reverend 
Stephen G. Cooper 

Director Music /             
Alice Scheld 

Director of Congregational 
Ministries / Sherry Fowler 

Office Hours are 

MondayñFriday 

8:30 AM until 1:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Cong Care Team Leader 

 Beverly Weed 

Evangelism Team Leader        

 Llyn Drumbor  

Learning Team Leader                

 Angela Veronda 

Property Team Leader 

 Wayne Rimer 

Worship Team Leader 

 Brenda Burke 

Service Team Leader   

 Vacant 

Vision Team Leader 

               Peggy Oxendine 

Youth   

 DJ Watts 

 (one year term) 

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

òA CARING FAMILY OF 

GODó 

Council Members serve two 
year terms with the 

exception of the youth 
members, serving a one year 

term. 

W EŪRE ON  THE  W EB!  

WWW .MARTINLUTHERCHURCH .ORG  



 

NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 

Bryce Krizan  11/01 

Claire Diffenderfer 11/03 

Martina Veronda 11/04 

Paula Sutton  11/05 

Roy Baker  11/10 

Janet Kruger  11/10 

Joe Sproles  11/11 

Delayna Guffin 11/12 

Marcia LaFrance 11/18 

John Weed  11/18 

Rich Hamill  11/19 

Donna Blish  11/20 

Virginia McCorkle 11/22 

Bubba Brandt  11/23 

Tait Arthur  11/24 

Wesley Carter  11/24 

Maria Namie  11/24 

Pam Peterson  11/27 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Beverly & Jerry Weed 11/21 

Denise & Bobby Stubenrauch  11/21 

Virginia & Bill McCorkle 11/27 

Lynn & Steve Shaddrix 11/27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 

Marty Richard  12/01 

Mickie White  12/03 

Polly Sutton  12/04 

Aaron Armstrong 12/05 

Haley Swittenberg 12/07 

Dot Sohl  12/09 

Richard Jantzen 12/10 

Brian Shaddrix 12/12 

Anthony Carter 12/14 

Chuck Gillette  12/15 

Laura Richard  12/15 

Greta Waters  12/18 

Charlie Harris  12/19 

Joyce Guffin  12/23 

Jerry Weed  12/24 

Lynda Abram  12/25 

Michael Gillette 12/26 

Pam Gillette  12/27 

Joni Suggs  12/28 

Steve Shaddrix 12/29 

Wayne Rhea  12/30 

Sarah Phillips  12/31 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Pam & Chuck Gillette    12/09 

Kathy & Jim Swittenberg 12/21 



November 2011
Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

5:00 PM TOPS 7:00 PM Choir

Rehearsal

10:00 AM HW Circle

11:00 AM Bible Study

6:00 PM Suppervision

5:30 PM Dining Disci-

ples at Bluerose

Cafe

5:30 PM Overeaters

Anon

8:30 AM Coffee House

10:00 AM Holy Communion

11:30 AM Almost Heaven Youth

MANDATORY mtg

5:30 PM YOGA 5:00 PM TOPS

6:00 PM Alzheimers

Support

7:00 PM Choir

Rehearsal

11:00 AM Bible Study5:30 PM Overeaters

Anon

8:30 AM Coffee House

10:00 AM Holy Communion

2:00 PM CROP Walk

7:30 PM KL Circle

Ronald McDonald

Meal

5:00 PM TOPS 7:00 PM Choir

Rehearsal

11:00 AM Bible Study5:30 PM Overeaters

Anon

8:30 AM Coffee House

10:00 AM Holy Communion

Consecration Sunday

Thanks Giving Covered Dish

5:00 PM TOPS 7:00 PM Choir

Rehearsal

Thanksgiving Day 5:30 PM Overeaters

Anon

8:30 AM Coffee House

10:00 AM Holy Communion

5:00 PM TOPS 6:00 PM Advent

Dinner and Service

Oc t obe r

S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

De c e m be r

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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NOVEMBER 

 
 

D
A
TE 

S
V
C 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT 

ACOLYTE / 
CRUCIFER 

LESSON 
READER 

PRAYER 
READER 

USHERS CHIL-
DREN’S 

CHURCH 

COUN-
CIL PER-
SON OF 

THE DAY 

11
/6 

10 Samantha  
Hernandez 

Will Waters 
Bryce Krizan 

Will  
Waters 

Anne Abel Joni Suggs 
Don  
Rankin 

Angela 
Veronda 
Josh Dark 

Linda 
Waite 

11
/1
3 

10 Will Waters Brooke Dark 
Josh Dark 

Joan  
Cunningham 

Brooke Dark Don  
Rankin 
Al  
Hoover 

Marcia 
LaFrance 
Brooke 
Dark 

Brenda 
Burke 

11
/2
0 

10 Luke Rimer DJ Watts 
Amber Watts 

Alice 
Lingenfelter 

Linda  
Armstrong 

Al  
Hoover 
Gary  
Asleson 

Joni Suggs 
TJ  
Peterson 

Buddy 
Diffender-
fer 

11
/2
7 

10 TJ Peterson Al Hoover 
Mary Lou  
Hoover 

Mary Lou 
Hoover 

Al Hoover Gary  
Asleson 
Todd  
Peterson 

Pam  
Peterson 
Luke 
Rimer 

Pam  
Arnold 

                  


