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SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

• Martin Luther Church is the 
only ELCA Congregation on 
James Island 

• Martin Luther Church was 
organized on February 5, 
1961. 

• 273 Disciples call Martin 
Luther Church their home 
church. 

• Eight Pastors have shepherded 
Martin Luther disciples since its 
organization. 
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A New Look 
It’s June!  And as Rogers and Hammerstein’s song from the musical Carousel says, “June is 
bustin’ out all over”.  Well, the month of June may be, but most churches are not.  After Covid, 
most churches’ attendance is down 40% or more.  But Covid alone may not be to blame.  

Dwight Zscheile just wrote an article in our Living Lutheran magazine titled “My take: They 
may not come back...And here's why”.   Here are some of his thoughts. It’s a worthwhile read! 

  +    +   +                                            

“I suspect the pandemic has accelerated a deeper cultural shift that was already long underway. 
Since the late 1960s, Western societies have increasingly come to inhabit what the philosopher 
Charles Taylor calls the Age of Authenticity, when people focus on discovering and expressing 
their true selves, not affiliating with or serving institutions. In fact, institutions are regarded with 
deep suspicion. 

In the Age of Authenticity, people can leave voluntary associations and institutions without 
embedding themselves elsewhere. Things are far more fluid, and identity springs less from a 
web of institutions (family, neighborhood, career, etc.) than from a series of individual choices.  
The systems of the ELCA (congregations, synods, the churchwide organization) and its partners 
were designed for the previous Age of Association, not the Age of Authenticity. No one should 
be surprised that they are unraveling as church membership declines. If you talk to leaders of 
other voluntary association systems—scouting, labor unions, service organizations―you’ll hear 
the same story. This isn’t just the church’s problem—it’s a larger cultural transformation. 
This causes enormous loss and grief, particularly in older generations for whom the Age of 
Association model worked well. Many congregations are being sustained by faithful elders who 
know how to build, serve and sustain voluntary associations. They puzzle at why their children 
and grandchildren aren’t interested in affiliating and participating. 
 
Pastors and other leaders are expected to manage and revitalize the Age of Association 
institutions, typically with fewer resources. No wonder that 51% of mainline Protestant clergy 
have considered leaving full-time ministry in the past year. Getting younger people to affiliate 
with and participate in (let alone sacrificially support) voluntary associations in the Age of 
Authenticity is a difficult proposition.” 
 

 
WHAT  CAN  WE  DO? 
1.)  Embrace it!                                                                                                                             
Zscheile says, “The church should embrace the huge opportunity the Age of 
Authenticity provides to share the gospel in a culture where people are told to   
go their own way and find their own meaning, purpose and community.” 
 
2.)  Look for New Connections!                                                                                                     
Zscheile says, “This age is full of yearning for deeper connections than those 

facilitated by social media, for more adequate stories than those provided by consumerism,    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Taylor_(philosopher)


 

 

PAGE 3 WWW.MARTINLUTHERCHURCH.ORG 

and for more just and sustainable ways of patterning human life than people see around and 
within themselves. There is isolation, despair and division. What an opportune moment for the 
promises of God in Jesus to be made known!” 
 
3.)  Think Outside of the Box!                                                                                                       
Zscheile advises, “If the church is going to make God’s promises known in the Age of 
Authenticity, it may need to think outside the old boxes of the Age of Association. The core 
practices of Christian faith and community must endure, but their organizational expression will 
need to change. We don’t yet know what this will look like. It will require a lot of faithful 
innovation and experimentation.” 
 
4.)  Reach Out!                                                                                                                                
Zscheile urges, “This involves investing presence and relationship in community spaces where 
people already spend time (both virtually and physically) so that we might listen to their stories 
and learn how to connect the gospel with their longings and losses. It involves learning how to 
embody the richness of Christian spirituality in simple, 
accessible practices that people can see in ordinary lives and 
try on for themselves.”                                                                                          
  +    +                                 
Well, “June is bustin’ out all over.”  
...and it looks like WE will have to be “bustin’ out”, too!    
 
What can WE do?   What can YOU do?                                                                                     
How does our Lord want US as his CHURCHES to:                 
-- Reach Out to people in our communities?                                                                                       
-- Get into spaces and places where people gather...physically and virtually?                                                                                               
-- Make New Connections with people?                                                                                                          
-- Share our Stories of what God and Jesus mean to us?                                                                                     
-- Tell people that the God and Jesus ...whom they may not believe in...love them?                       
-- Let people know that they do not have to be isolated, despairing, divided, and alone?                                        
-- Help people see for themselves that choosing to follow Jesus is a good thing for their lives?                          
-- Show people that our churches are people they can accept, be accepted by, and trust? 
 
EVERY  CHURCH  MEMBER:                                                                                                          
Please THINK about these challenges...PRAY about them...TALK about them with each other... 
...WRITE your ideas down...GET them to churches’ leaders...HELP us experiment and innovate! 
 
Most of the time people won’t choose to come to us.  We have to choose to go to them!            
We go to them...not with spiritual laws, platitudes, or philosophies...but with Relationships!                      
We go to them...not to benefit ourselves with larger attendance numbers...but to benefit them! 
 
As we say all the time  =  “It’s all about Relationship”!                                                                          
So when we innovate, experiment, do all of these and let our Lord’s love “Bust out all over”... 
...we ALL will BENEFIT!     
 
--Blessings,  Pastor Tom 
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SUNDAY 

JUNE 5 

Our wonderful First 
Sunday of the Month 

Fellowship Brunch will 
be held on Sunday,   
June 5 immediately 
following the 9 AM 

Worship Service and the 
Congregational Meeting.  

We are really looking 
forward to being 

together for this special time of laughter, 
feasting and fellowship! 

 

 

BRING YOUR FAVORITE FRUIT, CASSEROLE, BISCUITS AND 
GRAVY, CEREALS, MEATS, ETC!!!! 
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Ladies Tea 

Judy and I would like to give out a Big THANK YOU to all the ladies that 
braved the weather Sunday, May 22 to help us make our Tea a big 

success.   The food and fellowship was enjoyed by 25 ladies, including 
some friends from Faith.  Connie Gibson did a fantastic job of decorating 

our tables and we both know we could not have done this without the 
help from Trish Bradley and Linda Rogers.  Pastor Tom added special 

words recognizing the importance of the women’s rolls in our 
churches.  Again, many thanks to everyone for a wonderful time.             

Judy Simmons and Mary Lou Hoover 



 

 

We’re On Facebook 
Are you on Facebook?   

If you are, then join us on 
Sundays at 9 AM for our Facebook 

Live streaming of the Worship 
Service from Martin Luther 

Church.   
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The Martin Luther Church 
Congregation Council agreed on 

Tuesday, February 15th that a “Parking 
Lot Fund” would be established to 
completely repave our parking lot.  
We have patched and patched the 
potholes as much as possible.  The 

surface needs to be fully repaved.  Please give generously to 
this fund so that we may get this underway as soon as possible.   

Thank you to all who have contributed.  We will need near 
$90,000 to repave the parking lot.   
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MUSIC NOTES 

June is an exciting month for worship as we celebrate the 
Sundays of Pentecost and The  Holy Trinity!   

I imagine that the original day of Pentecost was rather 
confusing if not down right scary.  Images of fire and wind, 
speaking in tongues...Powerful stuff!  Yes, the Holy Spirit at 
times may blow in like a storm.  Other times, we may feel 

God’s Spirit as  a gentle nudge.  Oh, the magnificent 
mysteries!   This is my favorite Sunday of the church year to 
sing songs of as many cultures and styles  as possible!  The 
Holy Spirit comes for all and speaks to each of us differently.  

My prayer is that God will stir each of us and inspire our 
hearts to serve!  

Then, on June 12 we celebrate the Holy Trinity!  This festival 
Sunday celebrates God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

The mystery continues: three in one, one in three!  God in 
His Glory anticipates all our needs and has provided for us. 

May we always sing “Holy, Holy, Holy!” as we share the good 
news of our Triune God; Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter!    

We are trying something new at MLLC.  Come join us for 
summer “pick-up” choir!  We will meet at 8:15 to prepare 

each Sunday.  All are welcome.  May the Holy Spirit inspire 
us to sing and praise our Triune God with body, mind, spirit 

and voice!   

Yours in Christ, 

Gina 
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NEWS FOR YOU TO KNOW  

Tricounty Family Ministries is now 

NEIGHBORS TOGETHER!  

They are continually in need of 

food.  If you would like some items 

delivered to them, please see 

Sherry at the church.  All non-

perishable food items are welcome! 

RESPITE CARE CHARLESTON 

Martin Luther Church is gladly accepting 
online contributions through Tithe.ly.com. 

Anyone can access this new App through the 
MLLC website.  Just go to  the green Giving 
Option Button on the opening page!  If you 
need some assistance, please give Sherry a 
call in the church office!  Now you can give, 
even when you are out of town!!!  Tell your 
friends and family that they can give to MLLC 
online!!! 

Upcoming Respite Care 
Charleston Support Group 

Meetings at MLLC  

June 7, 14, 21, and 28 at 10 AM 
— Tuesday Morning Respite 
Group  

June 14 at 6 PM—Tuesday 
Support Group 

June 1 and 15 at 10 AM—
Wednesday Support Group 

June 2 and 16 at 10 AM—
Thursday Morning Respite 
Group 

June 3, 10, 17 and 24 at 10 AM—
Friday Morning Respite Group 

If you know of anyone who might 
benefit from any of these groups, 
please invite them to join us! 

Sara Perry 

Executive Director RCC 

843 647-7405 

VETERAN MINISTRY 

BLESSING OTHERS 

The Cub Scouts have designed and 
mounted a Blessings Box to assist the 
hungry in our midst.  They encourage 
all to take what you need and give 
what you are able.  Along with the 
Blessings Box, two “Little Libraries” 
have been mounted beside the 
Blessings Box.  One library is for 
children’s books and one is for adult 
readers.   

Do you know a veteran or a military family in 
need?   

       Education…  Housing…  Health Benefits…  Basic 
Needs…  Assistance…  Employment… Homelessness…  

Peer Support…  Financial Crisis Management 

Please contact or refer them to: 

Tri-County Veterans Support Network 
843-276-2840 

www.TriCountyVeteransSupportNetwork.org  

http://www.TriCountyVeteransSupportNetwork.org
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Overeaters Anonymous 

The 2022 “Mom’s Run” was a 
tremendous success!!!  Over 
500 runners made this event 
the largest in it’s history!  We 

thank God for the Women, 
Men and Families that made 
this wonderful time possible.  

Pictures will be 
forthcoming! 

Postpartum Support 
Charleston 

OA is a community of people who through shared 
experience, strength, and hope are recovering from 
an unhealthy relationship with food and body image. 
OA is patterned after Alcoholics Anonymous, using 
the 12 Steps of recovery.  

The Saturday 4:00 PM OA meeting is an ABC- Anorexia,  Bulimia, and 
Compulsive Overeater Step meeting. Each month we explore and share 
on one of the 12 steps. 

There are no dues or fees to join. If you think you're one of us, come 
check it out! 

WWW.MARTINLUTHERCHURCH.ORG 
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BIBLE STUDY 
The Martin Luther Church   

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY MEETS EACH 
WEDNESDAY AT 11 AM.   

 

We will be studying the Daily Discipleship 
which follow the weekly lectionary.   

 

Pastor Tom will be leading the Bible Study and 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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Father’s Day  -  June 19 

One Sunday in 1909, a young woman named Sonora Smart 
Dodd sat in a pew listening to a sermon honoring mothers. Her 
mother had died some years before, so her father had raised her 

by himself. She began to wonder why there wasn’t a day to 
honor fathers. 

 
Sonora decided to arrange for a tribute to be paid to her father 
at a church in her hometown of Spokane, Washington. The date 
was June 19, 1910. Many believe that this was the beginning of 

Father’s Day. 
 

Another view is that Dr. Robert Webb, pastor of Central Church, in Fairmont, West Virginia, held a 
service giving tribute to fathers in 1908. Regardless of which story is the correct one, it is certain 
that President Calvin Coolidge was the first president to choose a special day to honor fathers. He 

proclaimed the third Sunday in June as Father’s Day in 1924.  
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Graduates 

DISCIPLES OF MLLC 

 

Torren Parris Thomas, from James Island 
Charter - she is going to play softball at USC 

Salkehatchie where she will get her core sciences and other classes under her 
belt and later transfer to USC, Columbia to pursue a degree in biology/pre-
med.  She hopes to be an Orthopedic Surgeon one day.  She currently has a 4.4 
gpa and is ranked 73rd in her class of 340.   

 

James “Jimmy” Donald Bradley, III, from First Baptist Church School.  Jimmy 
will be attending Johnson & Wales Culinary University in Charlotte, NC to 
pursue a Culinary Degree.    

 

 

FAMILY MEMBERS OF MLLC DISCIPLES 

 

Cooper Tillman, son of Travis and Jenn Tillman, grandson of Kathy Tillman is 
graduating from Clemson University with a degree in Chemical Engineering 
and a Minor in Nuclear Engineering.  He was awarded an International 
Internship to France for a year.  He will return to Clemson on a Scholarship 
for his Masters degree.   

 

Ramona Barton, daughter of Brian and Amber Pope, granddaughter of Sherry 
and Richard Fowler is graduating from Appalachian State University with the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in Communications in Broadcast and Electronic 
Media and a minor in Film Studies.   

WWW.MARTINLUTHERCHURCH.ORG 
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Scholarships 
As many of you may know, a young Webelo Cub Scout in the Martin Luther Church 
sponsored Pack 4 passed away suddenly on January 9, 2022.  Sullivan “Sully” Jones 
will be greatly missed by his pack (and by his classmates at Harbor View Elementary 
School.)   

The MLLC Council has established the “Sully Jones Scholarship Fund” to aid children 
in joining Cub Scout Pack 4.  All funds donated will go 
directly to assist with fees associated with the application to 
join the Cub Scouts and for any other needs (including 
uniforms, outings, etc.) 

Please give generously to the Sully Jones Scholarship Fund.  
All gifts will be acknowledged to the Cub Scout Pack 4 and 
to Sully’s parents.   

CUB  SCOUTS 
On Sunday, May 22, the Cub Scouts held their 
“Bridging Ceremony” 
in which each group 

was “promoted” to the 
next group of Scouts.  

We love our Cub 
Scouts! 



 

 

Connie Gibson 

Lou Gibson 

Emily Schroeder 

Ada Arthur 

Ralph Shrivalle 

Paul Bauersfeld 

Bill & Leslie Carter 

Buddy Diffenderfer 

Don Rankin 

Polly Sutton 

Mickie White    

Judy and Melody 
Alcorn    

Carl and Judy 
Simmons     

Myrl Kluge   

Mary and Jack 
Cooper    

Bill & Edna 
Mariorenzi    

Joe Sproles     

Bill & Leslie Carter 

Jan Clinkscales 

 

 

Nora Spain 

Delayna Guffin 

Sylvia Stroud 

Peyton Sullivan 

Fran Williams 

Mary Stevens 

Joyce Salters  

Mark Hair 

Courtney and Olivia 
MacDougall 

Mikalynn Burke 

Charlie Smith 

Helena Bradford 

Connie Wurster 

Annie Flanders 

Roger Nelson 

Anita Sloan 

Chieko Jordan 

Larry Miller 

Whitney Greene 

Jamison Ford 

Mary Stevens 

Joyce Salters 

Mark Hair 

Luther Yon 

Dwight and Susan 
Hartsell 

Fran Williams 

Rodney Fowler 

Lucille Mullis    

Michele Wallis 

Marvin Sims 

Fran Lingenfelter     

Autumn Young 

Trey Crayton    

Carlton Hartis 

Johnny Hallman    

Cyndie Hartsell   

Alice Vendrick    

Mary Ann Graff     

Linda Miller 

Betty and Paulwyn 
Boliek    

Will Coleman      

Ramona Horres 

Becky Cook    

Sherry Cook    

Carolyn Swittenberg 

Mildred Woods     

Ned Vendrick    

 

All those suffering with 
the COVID-19 virus. 

All those who serve in 
the military and those 
who protect our 
country, state, and 
communities.   

The Citizens for Ukraine 
for their safety and 
for the end to the 
conflict between 
Ukraine and Russia.   

 

PRAYERS 

WWW.MARTINLUTHERCHURCH.ORG 
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THANK YOU TO  
JIMMY KNIGHT  

FOR PUTTING 
UP STREET 

NUMBERS ON 
OUR 

BUILDING,  
MAILBOX  

AND 
STREET 

SIGN.  
 



 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

JULY 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

JUNE 
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Worship Assistants for June and July 

BIRTHDAYS 

Connie Gibson   6/03 

Jan Clinkscales   6/12 

Brooke Dark    6/12 

Joe Cockrell    6/13 

Buddy Diffenderfer   6/22 

Mark Kruger    6/25 

Nancy Haynsworth   6/30 

 

Anniversaries 

Florence & Wayne Rimer  6/04 

Kristina & Steve Everman  6/05 

Pam & Todd Peterson   6/12 

Janet & Mark Kruger   6/14 

Lori & Rich Hamill   6/16 

Mary Lou & Al Hoover  6/17 

Amanda and Richard Summers 6/24 

BIRTHDAYS 

Rick Suggs    7/02 

Jim Swittenberg   7/07 

Barbara Young   7/12 

Lou Gibson    7/18 

Kay Ake    7/19 

Ellie Hamill    7/19 

Bruce Carter    7/19 

Paul Becker    7/20 

Josef Burke    7/20 

Patty Iler    7/21 

Andy Young    7/24 



 

 

1605 Harbor View Road 
Charleston, SC  29412 

843 795-4855 
Email: mllc@knology.net 

MARTIN LUTHER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

      Officers 

President—  

Peggy Oxendine 

Vice President—             

Nancy Haynsworth 

Secretary—                 

Heidi Frear 

Treasurer—                  
Janice Knight 

Financial Secretary—      

Vacant 

 

STAFF 

Pastor  

The Reverend Thomas 
Cassem 

Director of 
Congregational Ministries   

Sherry Fowler 

Director of Music  

        Gina Shuey 

 

Office Hours are 

Monday—Friday 

8 AM to Noon 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Worship Team Leader—
Brenda Burke 

Service Team Leader—  

Laura Jordan 

Evangelism Team Leader—
Vacant 

Learning Team Leader— 

Pam Peterson 

Congregational Care Team 
Leader—Mary Lou Hoover 

Property Team Leader— 

Wayne Rimer 

Youth (one year term) - 
Torren Thomas 

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

“A CARING FAMILY OF 

GOD” 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  W EB !  
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Council Members 
serve two year 
terms with the 

exception of the 
youth members, 

serving a one year 
term. 


