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MLLC'’s Mission
Statement

We are a caring
family of God
brought together
by grace and
nourished by the
Word.

Led by the Spirit,
we are sent out
in service to
share God’s love.
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“Don’t put off until tomorrow what you can do today.” —
Benjamin Franklin

This quote has echoed in my mind all week. On Monday,
Sherry reminded me that the August Newsletter article
was due. If I hadn’t procrastinated, (which I always do
when it comes to newsletter articles) I’d be finished by
now—and not recreating the whole thing late the night before my deadline.

Today I had a two-hour break between appointments and decided to wrap up what I had
put together while enjoying a cup of tea at Starbucks. I made great progress... until I
accidentally deleted the entire article while trying to insert a chart. And I hadn’t saved it.
Big mistake. Oh why, O why, didn’t I finish this on Tuesday?

This experience reminded me of something from seminary—something that’s helped
reframe moments like these.

WIGIAT — Where Is God In All This?
Professor Emeritus, Dr. “Tony” Everett at LTSS introduced this acronym to help us
always ask where we see God active in and around our lives, and in the churches we
serve.

At first, it might seem like a catchy little phrase. But have you ever really tried it—
intentionally looked for how God is working in your life?

When you do, the conclusion is powerful: God is absolutely everywhere.

It’s easy to recognize God’s presence in dramatic events—when we narrowly avoid
harm, when the right person shows up with just what we needed, or when something
unexpected and good happens.

But more often, God speaks to us like He did to the prophet Elijah—mnot in the wind, the
earthquake, or the fire, but in the still small voice. God led Elijah to safety with quiet
strength and provision, and God still leads us the same way today.

WIGIAT helps us look for the subtle, faithful ways God moves in our everyday lives:
e A conversation with someone who says exactly what you needed to hear.
e A part of the liturgy or a hymn that suddenly speaks to your heart in a new way.

The way a sermon or Scripture reading resonates so deeply it feels like it was meant just
for you.

God is moving, and we see it when we serve our neighbors. When we help those in need:
bringing items for Community Food Box, participating in Respite Care activities,
pancake and cracker donations, or in unexpected moments of hospitality—God is there.
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God is with us when we show up for each other: comforting the grieving, helping the
lost, listening to the lonely. God is there—and sometimes, God is using you.

So... where is God in all of this? RIGHT HERE.

Right in the middle of our lives. Guiding. Healing. Loving. Leading us into deeper
relationship with Him and into the life He created us to live.

A Challenge for August: Ask “WIGIAT?” Daily
Let’s make this a church-wide practice. Each day in August, ask yourself:

WIGIAT? Where is God in all this?

Then, each Sunday, we’ll take time to reflect together.

Let’s encourage one another by sharing moments where we’ve seen God show up—
loudly or quietly, obviously or subtly.

WIGIAT Reflection:

This week, I saw God in...
*

<+
<+

A person who showed me God’s love was...
*

A moment I felt guided or comforted by God:
*

How I was able to be God’s hands or heart this week:
*

See you Sunday,
Pastor Kathleen
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New Member

It is our joy to
welcome Keith
Evans to Martin
Luther Church as

our newest disciple.
Keith joined the
church on Sunday,

July 13. A lovely

reception was

enj oyed following
W&W the service for all to
meet and greet

to Our hurch
Keith. WELCOME!

Our updated Martin Luther Church directory may be obtained with a
simple request. You may email Sherry at MLLC(@knology.net or call her at
the church office 843 795-4855 and request a copy. It’s good to stay in

contact with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ.
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Make a Joyful Noise!

As we move into August, we are excited to host our first music camp
for kids at MLLC! Our leadership team has been working faithfully
for months to plan an exciting week of music and learning about
od's love for us. Thank you for the prayers and your generous sup-
port of this effort to make Christ known in our broader community!
e are happy to have 24 registered students and a team of 16 youth
and adults in leadership. August 4-8 promises to be a memorable week
in the life of our church. Please join us on Friday, August 8th at 11 am
for our closing program. Let’s pack the house! A hotdog lunch will
be provided after the program. Sign up will be available in the narthex

or by contacting Sherry in the office. Come one, come all!
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Bible Study

The Wednesday morning Bible
Study Group will NOT MEET
DURINGTHE SUMMER
BUT WILL RESUME ON
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER
10 at 11 AM. God’s people
join together for a one hour
Bible Study using the Daily
Discipleship as their guide.
Maybe you hit the mid-week
slump like so many of us do and
we need a little boost to help us
walk upright again. We have
the perfect place for you! This
Bible Study is all engaging and
everyone learns something new
cach week! Come join us!

Have you been on vacation this
summer? Wasn't it a joy to be
able to participate with your
church family in the Sunday
Morning Worship Service?

The Audio Visual team needs
your assistance with the
broadcasts of our Sunday
services. Please see Sherry
Fowler or Jimmy Knight to

learn more.

prayer:
that we are going to give you an award.”

good.
- Linda & Ray Leone

GOD SIGHTING
Our grandson, Tino Leone, came over Monday to give us a hug and say a prayer for us
as we deal with some health issues. Best medicine for what ails you! This was his

“Jesus, please make G-Ma and P-Pa feel better and Jesus, we love you so much,

We think Jesus gave us an award when he blessed us with this beautiful soul. God is
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AUGUST, THE STH MONTH

Is August a great month because I was born in that
month? No — not at all. Well, then what? How
about it’s “International Left-handers Day” (August

13)? No wonder I was born in August — I'm left-
handed. No, really, in some cultures it’s called the Dog
Days of Summer. The last month of summer. Did you know it’s
known as “Book Lovers Day” (August 9), also, World Lung Cancer
Day (August 1)? There are many other good things happening. I'll
dub one “Jesus Appreciation Day”! We appreciate Jesus for saving
us as He went to the cross willingly for us. Let me explain; We
have salvation not from what we did nor what we didn’t do, but
what Jesus did. He died on the cross to save us all — also, that we
may live in paradise (heaven), our faith is sealed in Him.
Remember the two on their crosses condemned to also die? As
Jesus was being insulted by one of the prisoners, the other one
said, “Stop insulting Him. We deserve what we got. Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus said to
him, “Today, you will be with me in paradise.” It is one of the most
important statements ever said because of FAITH ALONE. Not
because we go to church on Sunday or because we say a lot of
prayers or because of our status in the world. It’s because of God.

He made man come down from His heavenly home and suffer for
OUR SINS. The Good Shepherd laid down His earthly life for us
all.

- by Bill Mariorenzi
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While sitting in church one Sunday, Linda
Sproles, Emily and I decided we wanted to have
affordable flowers on the altar. We knew that it
could be done for much less than we were being
charged. No added delivery fee for one thing
and fuller arrangements. So, we have been
arranging flowers since May. We have received
many compliments and some donations.

We would like to continue for the foreseeable
future but don't want any one to feel left out.

Anyone wanting to help is very much
appreciated. Donation are welcomed and
necessary. You don't have to cover the entire
cost, just support the "Altar Flowers" troop.
Flowers are available for anyone to take home.
Just remember to return the vases! (Flowers are
about $40 per Sunday.)

Thanks for your support and ENJOY your
ALTAR FLOWERS!!

ALSO

Please be mindful of those in need and bring an
item each week for the Blessing Box. We have
found it empty often.

JIO 1s very excited to get the pancakes and
crackers each week. Their clients enjoy them so.
Pat yourself on the back and KEEP UP the
GOOD WORK! We all have been so blessed by
God!

Fear not for [ am with you; be not anxious, for I
am your God; I will strengthen you.

Isaiah 41:10

- Barbara Young

Gina Shuey and Sherry Fowler
participated in the Lutheridge Camp
event “Grands Camp” from July 13-
16, accompanied by Gina’s
granddaughter Natalie and Sherry’s
grandson Colin. The camp is held
three times each summer at
Lutheridge, providing an opportunity
for grandparents and grandchildren
to participate in activities together.
During the camp, Former Bishop
Herman Yoos conducted a Bible Study
for grandparents, while the
grandchildren engaged in learning
camp songs, performing skits, making
new acquaintances, and listening to
Bible stories led by the counselors.
Additionally, Eli, another grandson of
Sherry, attended Outer Space Camp
at Lutheridge during the same week.
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MARTIN LUTHER CHURCH IS
THE CRACKERS AND PANCAKE MIX CHURCH

———

FOR JAMES ISLAND OUTREACH

In case you did not know—-Sherry
Fowler, our Director of
Congregational Ministries, is also a
Notary Public. If you need
documents notarized, please call
Sherry either at the church office
(843 795-4855) or on her cell
phone (843 442-3593). There is

no Charge for this service.

BACKPACK

A Quick View of our

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10

DURING THE WORSHIP June 2025 Finances
SERVICE. Budget: $15,794.17
We invite you to bring your .
backpacks and briefcases (Expenses: §16,037)
for a special blessing. Offerings: $14,872.45

Difference: (—$921. 72)
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Martin Luther Church is gladly
accepting online contributions
through Tithe.ly.com.

. SOUTH CA Lp /UTHERAN
Anyone can access this new App Y 7° e
through the MLLC website. Just Vla € Ilgt@
go to the green Giving Option

Button on the opening page! If neXt Fall

you need some assistance, please
give Sherry a call in the church
office! Now you can give, even
when you are out of townl!! Tell deeper relationship with our Lord and
your friends and family that they| |savior?

can give to MLLC online!!!

Could your spiritual journey use a tune
up? Have you sensed a calling into a

Through a partnership between Pastors

and Lay Leaders with full reliance on

RESPITE CARE CHARLESTON

prayer and the Holy Spirit, the SC

Upcoming Respite Care Charleston Lutheran Via de Cristo has been helplng
Support Group Meetings at MLLC people to enrich their relations with Jesus
10 AM — Tuesday Morning Respite| | for MANY years.
Group . : :
6:30 PM— Tuesday Caregiver Support The SCVia de Cristo Community

Group Online invites you to “Come and See”

10 AM—Wednesday Caregiver
Support Group 2nd and 4th
Wednesday

10 AM—Wednesday Early Memory For more information, visit
Loss Group

10 AM—Friday Morning Respite Group

If you know of anyone who might benefit
from any of these groups, please invite

Dates for next weekend event is
September 25—28

or any one of the
following people. We would be thrilled to

sponsor you to attend a weekend; Sherry

them to join us! and/or Richard Fowler, Gina Shuey, Laura
Sara Perry Jordan, Peggy Oxendine, Wayne Rimer,
Executive Director RCC Joni Suggs, and Julie Carter. Just ask!!!!!

843 647-7405
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We’re Moving!!!
Not the Building — just moving some rooms around.

Approximately five years ago, the Old Nursery was
repurposed as a conference room. We are now in the
process of restoring this space to its original use as the
Nursery. The beloved “Noah’s Ark” murals painted by
Terri Doucette remain on the walls, and we aim to
create an inviting environment for children once again.

The adjacent room, previously unused except for
occasional activities with Youth groups (many years
ago) and Scouts (now disbanded), will be converted
into the new Conference Room.

This transition will require some time and effort, but as
with all projects, it is an ongoing process.
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25 SUPPORTING

POSTPARTUMSUPPORTCHS.ORG

We've just crossed a powerful milestone:

1,796 new moms have been supported
through our Beyond Delivery program
this year alone.

That's more than we reached from the
time we launched in 2021 through the
end of 2024.

More Moms Reached in 6 Months Than Our
First 3 Years Combined

This growth is thanks in large part to our continued hospital partnership with Summerville
Medical Center, where care packages are now placed directly into moms’ hands before
they leave the hospital.

It's a small shift that's making a big difference.

A Moment of Gratitude

One Summerville mom shared:

“As a first-time mom who was lost in
overwhelming changes and feelings... it felt great
that | had one less thing to worry about.”

Because of your support, moms like her feel seen, supported, and not so alone.

Thank you.
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PRAYERS

Our Church Family

The family of John
O’Donnell, Pastor
Kathleen’s brother,
at his death on July
20.

Connie Baker

Emily Schroeder
Carl and Judy

Simmons
Caitlin Donaldson
Polly Sutton
Mary Baldwin
Brenda Burke
Margaret Balzano
Claire Diffenderfer
Myrl Kluge
Joe and Linda Sproles

Our friends and
family
Joe Gregory
Alyssa Baker
Kim Baker Hoxie
Judy Gilford
Autumn Young
Connie Wurster
Chieko Jordan
Fran Lingenfelter
Trey Crayton
Sara Perry
Johnny Hallman
Alice and Ned Vendrick
Annie Flanders
Dwight Hartsell
Paulwyn Boliek
Rusty Sims
Mark Hair
Robert Suarez
Eric Wohltman
Jean Chesno
Boose Sims
Nancy Schwartz
Katie Carrole
Carol Sims
Elizabeth Sweet
Pastor Russell Seabright

Janice Lussier
Linda Miller
Ann Smith
Rick Carroll
Betty Jones
Mike Shuey
Linda Wells
Lora Ullery
Korky Dunn
Linda Arthur
Martha and Jimmy

Stone

Wendy Thomas

Carter Ketchum

David and Christine
Oxendine

Mike and Diana
Thompson

Burts Bryant

The children and staff at
Harbor View
Elementary

The Staff and Clients at
Respite Care
Charleston

The Staff and Clients at
Postpartum Support
Charleston
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R crust septembe

BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS

Anna-Marie Harmon 8/4 Mary Beth Brennan 9/4
Florence Rimer 8/ 4 Y
Amv Harmon 2/ 5 Stephen Harmon 9/7
DavZn Congdon 8/17 Mary Cooper 9/10
Karen Bauersfeld 8/8 Myrl Kluge 9/13
Nancy Carter 8/ 12 Brenda Burke 9/15
Jimmy Knight 8/ 15 Emily Schroeder 9/16
Kathy Swittenberg 8/ 18 C.raig Bauersfeld 9/19
Abigail Hamill 8/ 19 Lizzy Cockrell 9/23
Amanda Summers 8/ 19 Cayla Congdon 9/26
Bill Mariorenzi 8/21 Wayne Rimer 9/28
Ray Leone 8/27 Lynn Shaddrix 9/30
Josh Dark 8/29 Pam Arnold 9/30

. ANNIVERSARIES ANNIVERSARIES
Janice & Jimmy Knight 8/ 11 Mary & Jack Cooper 911
Patty & Marty Iler 818 Mary & Joe Cockrell 9/20

Linda & Brandt Armstrong 8/ 19
Julie Carter and Bob Spain ~ 8/25

AUGUST -
DATE Lesson and Communion Usher Offering Counters
Prayer Leader Assistant
Aug 3 Kathy Maria Namie Ricky Suggs Maria Namie
Swittenberg Janice Knight
Aug 10 Lynn Shaddrix | Lynn Shaddrix | Wayne Rimer Joni Suggs
Linda Armstrong
Aug 17 Peggy Tracey Arthur Jim Swittenberg Kathy Swittenberg
Oxendine Lynn Shaddrix
Aug 24 Sherry Fowler | Addie Richard Fowler Addie McKeithan
McKeithan Joni Suggs
Aug 31 Judy Simmons | Judy Simmons | Brandt Armstrong | TBD
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
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“A CARING FAMILY OF
GOD”

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

STAFF CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
Interim Pastor COUNCIL Jimmy Knight
Rev. Kathleen MikO Ojﬁcers ]om' Suggs VISIT OUR WEBSITE
President—

Director of

Congregational Ministries Ada Arthur

S90S 9R & 90 ” 09 ®
.:.:. :..:: L] .o
Sherry Fowler Vice President— ¥ "2e ot o b 2
Director of Music Kathy Swittenberg 4 e
1 1) [ ] -»
Gina Shuey Secretary—
Linda Leone
Office Hours are Treasurer—
Brandt Armstrong

Monday—Friday

9 AM to Noon




