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Luther Church their home 
church. 

• Eight Pastors have shepherded 
Martin Luther disciples since its 
organization. 
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“REJOICE” 
“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  – Psalm 118:24 

 

“Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice.”  -- Philippians 4:4    

+ 

For this month’s newsletter Sherry says: “God gives us so many things to rejoice about!!!  

Please share those blessings with us.”  Again, she’s really asking for stories.  

 

As I said last month, I grew up in church.  Church, faith, God, and Jesus have always 
been an important part of my life. Here are some stories that I remember which still bring 
me joy! 

 

*  Talking about the Lord giving us each day...I will always remember a friend 
once saying:  “Every day that I wake up and am not picking turnips from the top 
of a 6’ ladder is a good day!”  I agree with him, and that’s a great way to wake up, 
think, and rejoice every day!   

 

 

 

*  I was adopted right after I was born. I remember my parents telling me at a very early 
age that God loved me, that they loved me, and that they chose me to be their son.  They 
didn’t have to adopt me...but they wanted to – just like God loves and adopts us as his 
children!   

 

*  I’ve always loved stuffed animals.  I have many more 
than my share, even today!  I remember being a small boy, 
lining all of them up in a semi-circle, sitting in a chair in 
front of them, and reading them Bible stories.  Did that 
start me on my path to ordained ministry?  I don’t know.   

But I do remember enjoying reading to them...and they all 
paid me very good attention!   
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* I’ve been a musician since I was a young boy.  My father said, “God gave you a gift for 
music, and you will develop it!”  I remember singing in church children’s choirs, youth 
choirs, college choirs, and adult choirs.  I was also in high school orchestra playing 
percussion, and high school band playing the huge Sousaphone Tuba!              I played 
the piano for our high school dance band, and sometimes played at church.     I wanted to 
learn to play the organ, too. The church Music Director would not let me play the large 
pipe organ in the sanctuary but did allow me to play the smaller electronic organ in the 
chapel...for my own joy and amazement, of course!  I thank God for my musical gifts.  
Using them in church makes me rejoice and smile.  Hope God smiles, too!   

 

*  I just finished mowing my yard. The rain finally stopped and it dried out enough so that 
I can.  It’s dusk and the sky is bright blue with 
patches of white and big streaks of bright, 
radiant red! “Red sky at night, sailor’s delight!” 
the old nautical saying goes.  So, no more heavy 
rain for a few days. Yaaay!  Had to dry my car 
out after leaving the windows down part way 
the other day and the rain got it a little wet!  A 
beautiful red sky promising no more rain is a 
God-Sighting!  It’s been a good day…and I 
rejoice in it!   

 

+ 

Well, I hope my little stories make you smile!  I’m smiling, and I believe God is, too!  

Why?  Because God’s at the heart of all of our stories.  “Rejoice in the Lord always.  

I will say it again: Rejoice.”  Looking forward to hearing more of your stories!      

-- Blessings,  Pastor Tom 
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SUNDAY 

AUGUST 7 

Our wonderful First 
Sunday of the Month 

Fellowship Brunch will 
be held on Sunday, 

August 7 immediately 
following the 9 AM 

Worship Service.  We are 
really looking forward 
to being together for 
this special time of 

laughter, feasting and fellowship! 

 

 

BRING YOUR FAVORITE FRUIT, CASSEROLE, BISCUITS AND 
GRAVY, CEREALS, MEATS, ETC!!!! 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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Neighbors Together 
Neighbors Together presents a  

Back-to-School Block Party 
on Saturday, August 13, 
2022, from 11am-1pm at 

our campus.   

This event will be a festive 
carnival event for the 
neighborhood children before 
they must buckle down and 
head back to the books!  We 
will have carnival games, ice 
cream sundaes, bounce castles, resource support 
agencies to share service information and more! 

Your support means everything when it comes to 
making this event a reality!  We have different levels 
of sponsorship available.  We are in need of 
backpacks, markers, pens, pencils, paper, 
notebooks, etc. to give to our neighborhood children.  
We are also in need of prizes for the games that will 
be on hand (connect 4, corn hole, etc.), and face 
painting supplies.    Big ticketed items would be nice 
for a couple of raffles, example:  iPads, kids bikes, 
gift cards, etc. 

Bring your items to the church BY SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 7 and we will deliver to  

Neighbors Together, 2105 Cosgrove Ave., North 
Charleston.  843.747.1788 



 

 

We’re On Facebook 
Are you on Facebook?   

If you are, then join us on 
Sundays at 9 AM for our Facebook 

Live streaming of the Worship 
Service from Martin Luther  

Lutheran Church.   
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The Martin Luther Church 
Congregation Council agreed on 

Tuesday, February 15th that a “Parking 
Lot Fund” would be established to 
completely repave our parking lot.   
We have patched and patched the 

potholes as much as possible.           
The surface needs to be fully repaved.  Please give generously 

to this fund.  Thank you to those who have given already!   

Thank you to all who have contributed.  We will need near 
$90,000 to repave the parking lot.   
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MUSIC NOTES 

Many thanks to our summer choir for leading worship these 
last couple of months!  It has been wonderful to have some 
extra voices with us, praising God with body, mind, spirit and 
voice!   

Our choir will resume rehearsals on Monday, August 15th at  
7 pm.  It’s a perfect time to join!!!   All are welcome! 

Handbells will begin rehearsals on Monday, September 12th 
at 6 pm.  Please let me know if you’d like to join either 
group!  

 

Ephesians 5:18b-20   …be filled with the Spirit, as you sing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and 
making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the 
Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Blessings! 

Gina 

Ginashuey@gmail.com 

843 737 2113 

mailto:Ginashuey@gmail.com
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NEWS FOR YOU TO KNOW  
As many of you may know, a young Webelo Cub 

Scout in the Martin Luther Church sponsored Pack 4 
passed away suddenly earlier this year.  Sullivan “Sully” 

Jones will be greatly missed by his pack (and by his 
classmates at Harbor View Elementary School.)  The 

MLLC Council has established the “Sully Jones 
Scholarship Fund” to aid children in joining Cub Scout 

Pack 4.  All funds donated will go directly to assist 
with fees associated with the application to join the 

Cub Scouts and for any other needs (including 
uniforms, outings, etc.)  

RESPITE CARE CHARLESTON 

Martin Luther Church is gladly accepting 
online contributions through Tithe.ly.com. 

Anyone can access this new App through the 
MLLC website.  Just go to  the green Giving 
Option Button on the opening page!  If you 
need some assistance, please give Sherry a 
call in the church office!  Now you can give, 
even when you are out of town!!!  Tell your 
friends and family that they can give to MLLC 
online!!! 

Upcoming Respite Care 
Charleston Support Group 

Meetings at MLLC  

Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 at 10 AM 
— Tuesday Morning Respite 
Group  

Aug. 9 at 6 PM—Tuesday 
Support Group 

Aug. 3 and 17 at 10 AM—
Wednesday Support Group 

Aug. 4 and 18 at 10 AM—
Thursday Morning Respite 
Group 

Aug. 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 10 AM—
Friday Morning Respite Group 

If you know of anyone who might 
benefit from any of these groups, 
please invite them to join us! 

Sara Perry 

Executive Director RCC 

843 647-7405 

VETERAN MINISTRY 

BLESSING OTHERS 

The Cub Scouts have designed and 
mounted a Blessings Box to assist the 
hungry in our midst.  They encourage 
all to take what you need and give 
what you are able.  Along with the 
Blessings Box, two “Little Libraries” 
have been mounted beside the 
Blessings Box.  One library is for 
children’s books and one is for adult 
readers.   

Do you know a veteran or a military family in 
need?   

       Education…  Housing…  Health Benefits…  Basic 
Needs…  Assistance…  Employment… Homelessness…  

Peer Support…  Financial Crisis Management 

Please contact or refer them to: 

Tri-County Veterans Support Network 
843-276-2840 

www.TriCountyVeteransSupportNetwork.org  

http://www.TriCountyVeteransSupportNetwork.org


 

 

The Martin Luther Church   

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY MEETS 
EACH WEDNESDAY AT 11 AM.   

We will be studying the Daily 
Discipleship which follow the 

weekly lectionary.   

Pastor Tom will be leading the 
Bible Study and 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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Overeaters Anonymous 

So far this year, Respite Care Charleston has provided 
support to 110+ families living with dementia...and we’ve 

only just begun!  Our volunteers and staff have provided 
over 2,800 hours of respite car, facilitated 40 support 

group meetings, and provided hundreds of hours of one-on
-one caregiver assistance.  If you or someone you know is 

living with Alzheimer’s disease or another form of memory 
loss or cognitive decline, please encourage them to contact 

us at 843-647-7405 or sara@respitecarecharleston.   

RESPITE CARE CHARLESTON 

OA is a community of people who 
through shared experience, strength, and 
hope are recovering from an unhealthy 
relationship with food and body image. 

OA is patterned after Alcoholics 
Anonymous, using the 12 Steps of 

recovery.  

The Saturday 4:00 PM OA meeting is an 
ABC- Anorexia,  Bulimia, and Compulsive 
Overeater Step meeting. Each month we 
explore and share on one of the 12 steps. 

There are no dues or fees to join. If you 
think you're one of us, come check it out! 

WWW.MARTINLUTHERCHURCH.ORG 

BIBLE STUDY 
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We Love to Tell the Story! 
At the 2022 SC Synod Assembly, we 

learned again the importance of 
“telling our stories”.  We will be 

publishing stories submitted by our 
members and friends, to help us all 

become more familiar with each 
other.  PLEASE submit your stories 

as they occur, or tell us stories of 
your past that will engage us in 

further discussion, joy and 
fellowship!  Submit your stories to 

mllc@knology.net.   

Here are a few stories that we have 
received that you will enjoy! 

In 1993,  I took my then 5 year old daughter 
Eliza to Lutheridge for a half week camp. Thus 

began a love affair between Eliza and Lutheridge 
that continues to this day. She went to camp 

every year thereafter and served on summer staff 
for six years. She even got married at Lutheridge 
in 2014 surrounded by many of the friends she 

had made there over the years. 

On Jun 5th of this year, I took Eliza's 5 year old 
son Wilson to Lutheridge for the first time. We 
attended Grandparent's camp together! In the 

mornings, the kids had their own activities to do 
while the grandparents took part in a stimulating 

bible study. In the afternoons we did camp 
things together like swimming in the wonderful 

new pool, water sliding down the hill by the 
lake, canoeing, crafts and movie night. We got 
to know fellow campers and grandparents well. 
There were five campers there from Wilson's 

church (St Michael Lutheran in Greenville) 
which was fun too. It was a wonderful 

experience and I hope to be back in 2023. By 
the way...when it was over Wilson did NOT 
want to leave! Pretty sure he is hooked too!! 

John Ballentine 
My greatest blessing was the special gift 
from God that I received when I had 58 
wonderful years with Vicki as my closest 
friend and wife. It was a gift that “kept on 
giving” as it resulted in a special son and 

daughter, four grandsons, five 
granddaughters, two great-

granddaughters, and now two great-
grandsons, on the way.  

 
One could not ask for a greater legacy. 

 
Paul Becker 



 

 

PAGE 11 
 

 

On Sunday, June 19th, beautiful flowers were 
placed on the MLLC altar in Honor of the 

66th Wedding Anniversary of Mary Lou and Al 
Hoover. (Congratulations to the Hoovers!)  

After the service, the flowers were removed 
from the altar and Mary Lou gave one of the 
beautiful arrangements to me. It was a joy to 
ride toward home with those bright flowers in 

the front passenger seat.  

On the way home, I needed to make a stop at 
the CVS drive thru to pick up a prescription. I 

got up to the CVS pickup window, made my 
request and the pharmacist made the remark, 
“What beautiful flowers!” I told her that they 

were given to me by dear friends in 
celebration of their Wedding 

Anniversary. The pharmacist filled my order, 
and I was prepared to leave when that small 

voice in my head said, “Give the flowers to 
her.” 

I asked the pharmacist if she could open the 
window, she did, and I handed the flowers to 
her. She was so happy -   she was jumping up 
and down!  She said” Thank you so much – 

you just made my day!” I drove away knowing 
that the Hoovers and I were blessed to be a 

blessing! 

SHERRY FOWLER 
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I’ve always heard that when you see a 
cardinal, it’s God’s way of showing us that 
our loved one - who has passed away - is 

nearby.  

I’m not sure I truly believed this legend - -
but - -my husband, Rob, passed away last 

year. He loved to play the guitar and sing and 
loved all music. One of his favorite songs was 
“Keep Me in Your Heart” by Warren Zevon. 

I was watering flowers on my deck and 
listening to music and that song began to play 
and I sang along (thank goodness no one was 
out and about to hear me!!)   I immediately 
thought of Rob and how much he loved to 

sing that song. It also made me a little sad as 
it brought back so many good memories. 

Not sure what made me look out into the 
yard but there sat the biggest, reddest 

cardinal I’ve ever seen!  He was just as round 
and plump as Rob!!   I believe God knew 
how much I was missing Rob and sent this 
cardinal to reassure me that He and Rob 

were watching over me and Bobby.  

Debbie Jones 
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Interesting Information 
A comforting read if you are over 65 or believe 
you will be someday. 

That, and most of you will forget you have seen it 
anyway…  

Earth's Population Statistics in Perspective: 

The population of Earth is around 7.8 billion. 

For most people, it is a large figure. 
However, if you condensed 7.8 billion into 100 
persons, and then into various percentage 
statistics, the resulting analysis is relatively much 
easier to comprehend. 

 

Out of 100 : 

11 are in Europe 

5 are in North America 

9 are in South America 

15 are in Africa 

60 are in Asia 

 

49 live in the countryside 

51 live in cities 

 

75 have mobile phones 

25 do not 

 

30 have internet access 

70 do not have the availability to go online 

 

7 received university education 

93 did not attend college 

83 can read 

17 are illiterate. 

  

33 are Christians 

22 are Muslims 

14 are Hindus 

7 are Buddhists 

12 are other religions 

12 have no religious beliefs 

  

26 live less than 14 years 

66 died between 15 - 64 years of age 

8 are over 65 years old 

 

If you have your own home, eat full meals & drink 
clean water, have a mobile phone, can surf the 
internet, and have gone to college, you are in the 
minuscule privileged lot.  (in the less than 8% 
category). 

 

Old age is a gift, only a few receive it…………. 

If you are over 65 years old, be content & grateful. 
Cherish life, grasp the moment. 

If you did not leave this world before the age of 64 
like the 92 persons who have gone before you, you 
are already the blessed amongst mankind. 

Take good care of your own health. Cherish every 
remaining moment. 

(Thanks to Ada Arthur for sharing this info.) 



 

 

The family of Alan 
Laughlin at his death 
on July 13 

Margaret Balzano 

Eda Laughlin 

Emily Schroeder 

Ada Arthur 

Ralph Shrivalle 

Paul Bauersfeld 

Leslie Carter 

Buddy Diffenderfer 

Don Rankin 

Polly Sutton 

Mickie White    

Judy Alcorn    

Carl and Judy 
Simmons     

Myrl Kluge   

Mary and Jack 
Cooper    

Bill & Edna 
Mariorenzi    

Joe Sproles     

 

Matt Shrivalle 

Josiah Parnell 

Yvonne Thompson 

Nora Spain 

Sylvia Stroud 

Peyton Sullivan 

Fran Williams 

Mary Stevens 

Joyce Salters  

Mark Hair 

Mikalynn Burke 

Charlie Smith 

Helena Bradford 

Connie Wurster 

Annie Flanders 

Roger Nelson 

Anita Sloan 

Chieko Jordan 

Larry Miller 

Whitney Greene 

Jamison Ford 

Mary Stevens 

Joyce Salters 

Mark Hair 

Luther Yon 

Dwight and Susan 
Hartsell 

Fran Williams 

Rodney Fowler 

Lucille Mullis    

Michele Wallis 

Marvin Sims 

Fran Lingenfelter     

Autumn Young 

Trey Crayton    

Carlton Hartis 

Johnny Hallman    

Cyndie Hartsell   

Alice Vendrick    

Mary Ann Graff     

Linda Miller 

Betty and Paulwyn 
Boliek    

Will Coleman      

Ramona Horres 

Becky Cook    

Sherry Cook    

Carolyn Swittenberg 

Mildred Woods     

Ned Vendrick    

 

All those suffering with 
the COVID-19 virus. 

 

All those who serve in 
the military and those 
who protect our 
country, state, and 
communities.   

 

The Citizens for Ukraine 
for their safety and 
for the end to the 
conflict between 
Ukraine and Russia.   

 

PRAYERS 
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POSTPARTUM SUPPORT CHARLESTON 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 25, 2022 
2:00 PM  4:00 PM 

Riverfront Park  
 
2022 marks the 10th Anniversary of the Climb Out of the Darkness pro-
gram. Celebrate with us! Climb Out of the Darkness®, the world’s largest 
event raising awareness of pregnancy and postpartum mental health disor-
ders, will hold a regional Climb in Charleston on September 25th. 

Join us on September 25th at 2:00 pm at Riverfront Park where we will 
gather at the pavilion by the playground to mingle and visit our maternal 
health and wellness vendors and enjoy light refreshments. We’ll hear from 
survivors and walk together in support of each other and how far we have 
come in our journey. 

This event is FREE for participants. We do need everyone to sign up for 
their own CauseVox account under our Climb, where you can share your 
own story and send to your friends and family for their donations. Any par-
ticipant who independently raises $40 or more will receive a free ticket to 
the 2022 Moms’ Run! 

https://climbout2022.causevox.com/team/climb-charl


 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

AUGUST 
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Worship Assistants for August 

BIRTHDAYS 

Anna-Marie Sanchez  8/04 

Florence Rimer   8/04 

Amy Harmon   8/05 

Dawn Congdon   8/07 

Karen Bauersfeld  8/08 

Nancy Carter   8/12 

Lori Jackson   8/13 

Heidi Frear   8/14 

Jimmy Knight   8/15 

Ben McLaughlin  8/15 

Jon McLaughlin  8/15 

Kathy Swittenberg  8/18 

Abigail Hamill   8/19 

Bill Mariorenzi   8/21 

Erich Kruger   8/21 

Josh Dark   8/29 

Paul Bauersfeld   8/30 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Janice and Jimmy Knight    8/11 

Patty and Marty Iler  8/18 

Linda and Brandt Armstrong 8/19 

Julie Carter and Bob Spain 8/25 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

Judy Alcorn   9/2 

Marybeth Brennan  9/4 

Mary Cooper   9/10 

Myrl Kluge   9/13 

Brenda Burke   9/15 

Emily Schroeder  9/16 

Craig Bauersfeld  9/19 

Rick Beruf   9/20 

Kathryn Diffenderfer  9/22 

Elizabeth Cockrell  9/23 

Cayla Congdon   9/26 

Wayne Rimer   9/28 

Lynn Shaddrix   9/30 

Pam Arnold   9/30 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Claire & Buddy Diffenderfer  9/10 

Mary & Jack Cooper          9/11 

Mary & Joe Cockrell          9/20 



 

 

1605 Harbor View Road 
Charleston, SC  29412 

843 795-4855 
Email: mllc@knology.net 

MARTIN LUTHER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

      Officers 

President—  

Peggy Oxendine 

Vice President—             

Nancy Haynsworth 

Secretary—                 

Heidi Frear 

Treasurer—                  
Janice Knight 

Financial Secretary—      

Vacant 

 

STAFF 

Pastor  

The Reverend Thomas 
Cassem 

Director of 
Congregational Ministries   

Sherry Fowler 

Director of Music  

        Gina Shuey 

 

Office Hours are 

Monday—Friday 

8 AM to Noon 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Worship Team Leader—
Brenda Burke 

Service Team Leader—  

Laura Jordan 

Evangelism Team Leader—
Vacant 

Learning Team Leader— 

Pam Peterson 

Congregational Care Team 
Leader—Mary Lou Hoover 

Property Team Leader— 

Wayne Rimer 

Youth (one year term) - 
Torren Thomas 

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

“A CARING FAMILY OF 

GOD” 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  W EB !  
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Council Members 
serve two year 
terms with the 

exception of the 
youth members, 

serving a one year 
term. 


