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MLLC’s Mission 
Statement 

We are a caring 
family of God 

brought together 
by grace and 

nourished by the 
Word. 

Led by the Spirit, 
we are sent out 

in service to 
share God’s love. 
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Many years ago, way before church 
ministry ever crossed my mind, I heard a 
colleague named Monty, say “getting your 
hands in the dirt is getting to know God.”  
At the time, I actually thought it was a 
corny thing to say, but I never forgot it.  
For many years, I believed that was 
because he died shortly after that 
conversation at a very early age of 50.  

In his short 50 years of life, Monty lived    
a full and passionate life.  He loved his 

family, his work, and life.  He retired from the US Air Force as the Chief Maintenance Officer for the  
USAF Thunderbirds.   He understood responsibility and yet knew how to have fun. 

When I went to seminary twenty years later, I learned that the Hebrew word “Adam” as a noun means 
man or humanity.  But it is also closely connected to the Hebrew word for “ground” or “earth” – Adameh.   
Maybe Monty knew something that took me many years to understand intellectually, after all Adam was 
formed from the dirt/dust. 

Moving forward another twenty plus year, I am finally getting my hands in the dirt, and I must say; 
Monty knew what he was talking about.  To plant something in the dirt and watch it become something  
to eat or bloom a magnificent flower is getting to know God.  For what goes on below that soil is truly a 
miracle.  “The moment my garden answers all my care with blooms – it feels like a great burst of 
happiness.” 

This is how I am feeling about being called to serve here at Martin Luther.  In the past seven months I 
have seen God’s hand working.  Your newly elected church council has met for the first time in June.  
When asked how the first meeting went? I was pleased to say I believe it is going to be a good year.  
Everyone was interested and engaged in working together for the future of the church.  What impressed 
me the most was that every member of council fully participated in the discussions, they listened to each 
other, and are interested in the wellbeing of Martin Luther for now and the future.  This was a big bloom! 

Gina and her team from both members of our congregation and the outside are working to prepare for a 
Summer Music Camp in August.  The goal is 45 students, but when number 46 signs up, I’m confident 
he/she will be welcomed.  Another big bloom! 

Sherry is working on a big project to clean-up the activity area, pack up the Boy Scout belongs and make 
sure they are returned to the right people, make a conference room, clean-up the Bell Room, and return 
one of the classrooms to a nursery.  Lots of work – big bloom – can you help? 

Seven volunteers are counting the offerings, in teams of two, taking care of documenting offerings 
received and taking the deposit to the bank on Sundays.  Volunteers are being asked to help with the 
video recording of Sunday worship, and I am hoping to put together a few teams of Eucharist Ministers  
to take Holy Communion to members unable to attend Sunday worship. If you are interested in serving  
in any of these areas or have another idea to help out, please talk to me or Sherry Fowler.  Opportunities 
to bloom.   

There is a lot of blooming going on here.  We are on a roll, and God is in our midst.  We need each other.  
I need you!  Martin Luther needs you!  Let’s all get out hands in the dirt and see God!  

Blessings & Peace, 

Pastor Kathleen 
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Our updated Martin Luther Church directory may be obtained with a 
simple request.  You may email Sherry at MLLC@knology.net or call her at 

the church office 843 795-4855 and request a copy.  It’s good to stay in 
contact with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ.   

THANK YOU 



Day of  Dedication 
 
 
 
 

What a joy to celebrate Mary Lou Hoover on Sunday, May 25th!  

Mary Lou has always been such a central figure in our handbell 

choirs at Martin Luther.  We are so grateful to her for her many 

years of service and very happy to dedicate our newest handbells 

in her honor!  We love you Mary Lou!!! 

 

Also, on Sunday, May 25th  we welcomed  Jessalee Da’lynn and 

Daniel Oliver Gainey as they were baptized into the family of 

God.  Jessalee and “Olie” are children of Mikalynn Burke and 

grandchildren of Brenda Burke.  Thanks be to God! 
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Bible Study 

The Wednesday morning Bible 
Study will meet at 11 AM at Martin 
Luther Church each Wednesday.  
God’s people join together for a one 
hour Bible Study using the Daily 
Discipleship as their guide.  Maybe 
you hit the mid-week slump like so 
many of us do and we need a little 
boost to help us walk upright again.  
We have the perfect place for you!  
This Bible Study is all engaging and 
everyone learns something new 
each week!  Come join us! 

The Altar Flowers are now $82.00 
[for 2 arrangements] from the 

florist.  This is an increase passed on 
from the Florist.  Church 

volunteers are committed to 
creating floral arrangements 

for the altar. Funding is 
required for this initiative, and 

contributions to the Flower 
Fund may be placed in the 
offering box.  Thank you! 

Have you been on vacation this 
summer?  Wasn’t it a joy to be 
able to participate with your 
church family in the Sunday 
Morning Worship Service?   

The Audio Visual team needs 
your assistance with the 
broadcasts of our Sunday 

services. Please see Sherry 
Fowler or Jimmy Knight to 

learn more. 
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The Disciples at Martin Luther 
Church are now solely 
undertaking the weekly 

cleaning of the church.  A sign 
up sheet has been placed on 

the bulletin board in the 
Narthex for YOU to sign up 
and help us on a weekly basis 
to keep our facilities clean.  

The other groups that use the 
facilities have been apprised 

and will do their best in 
helping us keep things clean!!!  

Thank you so much!! 

A Quick View of our 
May 2025  Finances 

Budget:       $15,794.17 

 (Expenses:  $11,980.63) 

Offerings:  $10,005.45 

Difference:  ( -$5,788.45) 

In case you did not know—Sherry 
Fowler, our Director of 

Congregational Ministries is also a 
Notary Public.   If you need 

documents notarized, please call 
Sherry either at the church office 

(843 795-4855) or on her cell 
phone (843 442-3593).    There is 

no charge for this service.   
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OH, THAT MONTH JULY 

What happened to June?  It went by so fast.  July, I’ve been 
waiting for your warm days.   I love it.  Well, what can I say 
about July?  “PARTY”?  No, really, it’s one of my favorite 
months.  The 4th of July, is also called Independence Day.  
“Hooray, What a day to be an American in the Land of the Free.”  
“My country tis of thee.” should have been “my country of  Tears 
of Thee.”  We still are not all free and a lot of our liberty is being 
taken away from us, especially the good people that want to be 
Americans applying for citizenship.  Well, I’m not a politician, 
so I’ll leave that there.   

Hey, did I ever tell you that I was a cook while I was in the 
Navy and no one got sick.  Will wonders ever cease?   

Back to the month of July; parades, fireworks, cookouts and of 
course, bugs.  The spectacle of fireworks showcasing patriotic 
displays of unity.  Yes, parades serve a variety of things 
celebrating our country’s might.  Did you know that a little 
nobody state such as Rhode Island is known for the largest 4th 
of July parade?  July is also the month of dedication to the 
precious blood that Jesus shed during his crucifixion.  This is a 
long standing tradition—the infinite price paid for the 
redemption of sinful mankind.  Lastly, that awful Korean War 
was ended in July of 1953. 

- By Bill Mariorenzi 
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RESPITE CARE CHARLESTON 

Martin Luther Church is gladly 
accepting online contributions 

through Tithe.ly.com. 

Anyone can access this new App 
through the MLLC website.  Just 
go to  the green Giving Option 
Button on the opening page!  If 
you need some assistance, please 
give Sherry a call in the church 
office!  Now you can give, even 
when you are out of town!!!  Tell 
your friends and family that they 
can give to MLLC online!!! 

Upcoming Respite Care Charleston 
Support Group Meetings at MLLC  

10 AM — Tuesday Morning Respite 
Group  

6:30 PM— Tuesday Caregiver Support 
Group Online 

10 AM—Wednesday Caregiver 
Support Group 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday 

10 AM—Wednesday Early Memory 
Loss Group 

10 AM—Friday Morning Respite Group 

If you know of anyone who might benefit 
from any of these groups, please invite 
them to join us! 

Sara Perry 

Executive Director RCC 

843 647-7405 

 

 

 

next Fall  
 

Could your spiritual journey use a tune 
up?  Have you sensed a calling into a 
deeper relationship with our Lord and 
Savior? 

 

Through a partnership between Pastors 
and Lay Leaders with full reliance on 
prayer and the Holy Spirit, the SC 
Lutheran Via de Cristo has been helping 
people to enrich their relations with Jesus 
for MANY years. 

The SC Via de Cristo Community 
invites you to “Come and See”  

Dates for next weekend event is 
September 25—28 

For more information, visit 
www.scviadecristo.org or any one of the 

following people.  We would be thrilled to 
sponsor you to attend a weekend; Sherry 

and/or Richard Fowler, Gina Shuey, Laura 
Jordan, Peggy Oxendine, Wayne Rimer, 

Joni Suggs, and Julie Carter.  Just ask!!!!! 

http://www.scviadecristo.org


Our Church Family 

Ada Arthur 

Janice Knight 

Connie Baker 

Emily Schroeder 

Carl and Judy 
Simmons   

Caitlin Donaldson 

Polly Sutton 

Maria Namie 

Mary Baldwin 

Brenda Burke 

Margaret Balzano 

Claire Diffenderfer 

Myrl Kluge   

Joe and Linda Sproles  

Kathy Swittenberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our friends and 
family 

Joe Gregory 

Alyssa Baker 

Kim Baker Hoxie 

Judy Gilford 

Autumn Young 

Connie Wurster 

Chieko Jordan  

Fran Lingenfelter   

Trey Crayton   

Sara Perry 

Johnny Hallman 

Alice and Ned Vendrick 

Annie Flanders   

Dwight Hartsell 

Paulwyn Boliek   

Rusty Sims 

Mark Hair 

Robert Suarez 

Eric Wohltman 

Jean Chesno 

Boose Sims 

Nancy Schwartz 

Katie Carrole 

Carol Sims 

Elizabeth Sweet 

Pastor Russell Seabright 

Janice Lussier 

Linda Miller 

Ann Smith 

Rick Carroll 

Betty Jones 

Mike Shuey 

Linda Wells 

Lora Ullery 

Korky Dunn 

Linda Arthur 

Martha and Jimmy 
Stone 

Wendy Thomas 

Carter Ketchum 

David and Christine 
Oxendine 

Mike and Diana 
Thompson 

Burts Bryant 

The children and staff at 
Harbor View 
Elementary 

The Staff and Clients at 
Respite Care 
Charleston 

The Staff and Clients at 
Postpartum Support 
Charleston 

 

PRAYERS 
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BIRTHDAYS 

Rick Suggs   7/ 4 
Jim Swittenberg  7/ 7 
Barbara Young  7/ 12 
Ellie Hamill   7/ 19 
Bruce Carter   7/ 19 
Josef Burke   7/ 20 
Patty Iler   7/ 21 
Andy Young   7/ 24 
Harriet Brunson  7/ 31 
 

Anniversaries 

Linda & Ray Leone 7/29 

BIRTHDAYS 

Anna-Marie Harmon  8/ 4 

Florence Rimer  8/ 4 

Amy Harmon   8/ 5 

Dawn Congdon  8/ 7 

Karen Bauersfeld  8/ 8 

Nancy Carter   8/ 12 

Jimmy Knight   8/ 15 

Kathy Swittenberg  8/ 18 

Abigail Hamill  8/ 19 

Amanda Summers  8/ 19 

Bill Mariorenzi  8/ 21 

Ray Leone   8/ 27 

Josh Dark   8/ 29 

 
Anniversaries 

Janice & Jimmy Knight 8/ 11 

Patty & Marty Iler  8/ 18 

Linda & Brandt Armstrong 8/ 19 

Julie Carter and Bob Spain 8/25  



1605 Harbor View Road 
Charleston, SC  29412 

843 795-4855 
Email: mllc@knology.net 

MARTIN LUTHER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

      Officers 

President—  

Ada Arthur 

Vice President—             

Kathy Swittenberg 

Secretary—                 

Linda Leone 

Treasurer—                  
Brandt Armstrong 

 

 

 

STAFF 

Interim Pastor  

       Rev. Kathleen Miko 

Director of 
Congregational Ministries   

Sherry Fowler 

Director of Music  

        Gina Shuey 

 

Office Hours are 

Monday—Friday 

9 AM to Noon 

 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Jimmy Knight 

Joni Suggs 

 

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

“A CARING FAMILY OF 

GOD” 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  W EB !  
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE 


