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a caring fmm{y of God

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:

®  Martin Luther Church is the
only ELCA Congregation on
James Island

®  Martin Luther Church was

organized on February 5,

1961.

® 273 Disciples call Martin
Luther Church their home
church.

®  Eight Pastors have shepherded

Martin Luther disciples since its

organization.
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SUNDAY
October 2

Our next wonderful
First Sunday of the
Month Fellowship

Brunch will be held on
Sunday, October 2

iImmediately following
the 9 AMWorship

/ Service. We are reaIM
looking forward to being

together for this special

LBy Ny
E time of laughter,

feasting and fellowship!

A\

BRING YOUR FAVORITE FRUIT,
CASSEROLE, BISCUITS AND GRAV)Y,
CEREALS, MEATS, ETCIH!

ALL AREWELCOME!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

A STUDY OF PROVERB:

Each Sunday (except Brunch Sundays) immediately
following the 9 AM Worship Service. This new Sunday
School Study will be led by Ada Arthur!

SUND A SC OO Please be sure to join us each Sunday for the study and
Y refreshments!

AN OVERVIEW OFTHE STUDY

Embracing wisdom is a bit like the dilemma of what to eat today. People won’t
necessarily see our moment-by-moment decisions to live according to God’s principles,
but they will glimpse our character transformed. They’ll be able to witness the work of

the Spirit as we become more loving, kind, peaceful, wise, self-controlled, giving, and
gracious. These changes may show up in everyday moments — like putting someone
else’s needs before our own or holding our tongue when we’re irritated or exhausted.
Or they could influence the direction of our lives — such as exhibiting the courage to
take a different job, to learn a new skill, to stand against injustice. The possibilities are
as unique and individual as we each are.

Where can we find this wisdom? Direction on how to live wisely — in tune with the
leading of the Spirit in day-to-day life — can be found throughout the Bible, but a great
place to start if you long to grow in wisdom is the book of Proverbs. Packed with
sayings, this book is not one that we’ll probably read long passages from, but we can
savor its words of wisdom and advice. Through applying its guidance, we can grow
more like Jesus.
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We Love to Tell the Story!
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Many of you probably don’t know that I raced
cars in timed races from 1991 — 1999. My
late husband, John and I would travel up and
down the east coast from New York to Florida
and west to as far as the Mississippi to race in
these timed car races. In 1999, I even won the
Women’s SE Divisional Championship for
Road Racing.
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Many moons ago, a good friend of mine, Shelley,
and I were enjoying an afternoon of fun and tubing
down a local river in Virginia (along with a couple
of other friends). We had a great time and packed
up for the hour long trip back home. I drove
myself and Shelley in one car, and my other friends
rode in another car. It was early evening, and I
quickly lost sight of my other friends as they sped

off in front of us.

Driving down a two-lane road, suddenly, a pick-up
truck came out from a side road without stopping
and collided with us. I don’t remember the actual
collision very well, just knew that we were still
moving and not on the road anymore. As quickly
as [ could, I got the car to stop travelling. This
happened well before seat belt laws were strictly
enforced, so I was not wearing one and had
apparently hit the
windshield (again, don’t
remember — it all

happened so fast).

I sat there, I guess in
shock, not sure where we
were, what was around us, ==
or what to do. I asked
Shelley if she was ok, and
she only made a noise —
with that, I then kind of
snapped into reality that
this was not a dream and
we were in serious trouble. The panic that I felt
was something I've never felt before. Because of
the injuries to my face, I could not see. I thought I
had to get out of the car and somehow get help.

I know I was shaking and hyperventilating — but I
went ahead and opened the car door, thinking I
could find the road and flag down someone. As
opened the door, I realized (again, probably from
shock), that my legs were like rubber and 1
couldn’t stand up. It was then I heard a man’s

voice that said something like ‘stay in the car, help
is on the way’. I can’t describe the overwhelming
relief that came over me, knowing that someone
was there and I wasn’t alone; I immediately

calmed down.

This person never spoke to me again or came near
to me. Sometime shortly after, the police and
ambulances came and I left everything in their
hands. Fortunately, I was not seriously injured,
just some stitches (face and back) and Shelley spent
one night in the hospital with a concussion.

The guy that hit us had a separated shoulder — and
had been drinking. When we went to court, I was
not allowed to testify (and Shelley could not
remember anything). Turns out that I was not
allowed to testify because they said I was not able
to recall what actually
happened; pretty much
that I was hallucinating
about the man that I said
was there and spoke to

.' 8 me. They had accounts
from various people and
paramedics about who
came upon the scene first,
and it was a couple, and
they tried to render aid —
but no man was anywhere
around.

Now I know it’s possible that this man was first on
the scene and left before the couple arrived. But I
find it hard to believe that someone would have
left two young women, obviously injured, before
being sure they were taken care of. Iknow,
without a doubt, what I clearly heard and how it
instantly calmed me down. Iknow God sent an
angel to me that day.

Peggy Oxendine
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On August 15, 2022, I had a doctor’s appoint-
ment for my yearly physical. To tell the truth, I
dislike going there. I worry what he’s going to
find. In the back of my mind, I know he’s going
to find something wrong. Years ago, I went to
this one doctor (he was a great person) and he
gave me this little bottle of pills that said, “Take
two before coming to see me.” The name of the
pills was “Worry Wart Pills.”

So, I went to the appointment I had — still didn’t
want to go. After getting there, they put me in
this little room to wait. The nurse came in to
take my vitals. They were not good. My blood

pressure has high —181/92. She told me the
doctor would check it again.

Waiting for the doctor, all kinds of stuff was go-
ing through my head. So, I started praying.
First, the Lord’s Prayer. Then asking God to
please bring my blood pressure down. Then I
prayed for everyone else and for peace.

When the doctor
came in, we talked
about my Lab report
(not good) and then
he listened to my

heart and lungs. He
got ready to leave
but stopped and said,
“Your blood pressure was high, let’s check it

again.” It was better — 134/80. GOD DID IT!
There’s nothing my God can’t do.

Debbie told me once, “Momma, don’t pray for
me cause God listens.” You see, I used to ask
God if the kids were doing something they
shouldn’t be, to please forgive them, but let
them get caught. Every time my kids did any-
thing wrong — they got caught.

]udy Simmons

JOY

For several
months, I have
been dealing

with constant

pain in my

hip. Thankfully, it has not prevented me from
playing the organ! Recently, a friend of mine
who has been aware of my struggles gave me a
sweet, stuffed Collie dog who lives on my
hearth. My friend was totally unaware that I
have always loved Collies. Because both the
dog and my friend brought me great joy, I
named her “Joy”. Now, every time I see Joy
my heart is warmed and is filled with joy. Is
there any question that God was reaching out
to me to assure me He is with me and will
heal me when I have hip replacement surgery
after Christmas?? Helena Bradford
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Ice Cream Social—Sep 2022

WE SCREAMED FOR
ICE CREAM—ALL
HAD A WONDERFUL
TIME—PROVIDED
BY THRIVENT
FINANCIAL.

The Martin Luther Church Congregation
Council agreed on Tuesday, February

ChLII‘tCh 15th that a “Parking Lot Fund” would be
ova#y Parking|

=725, Lot _
SO 4 0 %J Fund parkmg lot. We have patched and

established to completely repave our

patched the potholes as much as possible.
The surface needs to be fully repaved.

Please give generously to this fund.
Thank you to those who have given already!

Thank you to all who have contributed. We will need near $90,000
to repave the parking lot.
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Overeaters Anonymous

BIBLE STUDY

OA is a community of people who
through shared experience, strength, and
hope are recovering from an unhealthy
relationship with food and body image.
OA is patterned after Alcoholics
Anonymous, using the 12 Steps of
recovery.

The Saturday 4:00 PM OA meeting is an
ABC- Anorexia, Bulimia, and Compulsive
Opvereater Step meeting, Each month we
explore and share on one of the 12 steps.

There are no dues or fees to join. If you

think you're one of us, come check it out!

The Martin Luther Church

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY MEETS
EACHWEDNESDAY AT 11 AM.

We will be studying the Daily
Discipleship which follow the

weekly lectionary.

Pastor Tom will be leading the
Bible Study and

ALL AREWELCOME!

Cub Scout Popcorn Sale

The Pack 4 Cub Scouts are

again selling Popcorn at the

g~ § Lowe’s on James Island

‘ \\ every Saturday morning. If

you are in the store, please
stop by their stand at the

exit of the store and say hello—and maybe buy

some popcorn! '
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FE RESPITE CARE CHARLESTON

The Cub Scouts have designed and
mounted a Blessings Box to assist the
hungry in our midst. They encourage
all to take what you need and give
what you are able. Along with the
Blessings Box, two “Little Libraries”
have been mounted beside the
Blessings Box. One library is for
children’s books and one is for adult
readers.

VETERAN MINISTRY

Do you know a veteran or a military family in
need?

Educationé Housingée
Needsé Assistanceé En
Peer Support é Fi nang

Please contact or refer them to:

Tri-County Veterans Support Network
843-276-2840
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
OCTOBER NOVEMBER
Bl RTHDAYS BI RTHDAYS
Linda Sprol@/sé Claire DifIeh@2rfer
Ryan Hamill0/ 7 Janet Krugk/ 10
Peggy OxenHO0/Mmh& Joe Sprolekl/ 11
Brandt ArmsB@ir®dng Kaitlyn Frkhirl1l
TJ Petersoh0/10 Del ayna GuiIifin2
Bade Thomak0/ 11 Tracey ArthlulklA4
Sherry Fowl@hk1l2 Ada Arthurl11l/ 15
Conni e Bak®k0/ 14 Marcia LaFIhhkte
Evelyn Brolwh/e23 John Weed 11/ 18
Robin Richh0/Md25 Rich Hamil11/ 19
Jack CoopeX0O/ 25 Donna Blishl/ 20
Carl ey Conpb@/ioa6 Bubba Brandi/ 23
Al Hoover 10/ 28 Tait Arthutl/ 24
Edna Mari oXt@h2z9 Mari a Nami®kl/ 24
Ur sel Har mbo/ 31 Pam Petersbh/ 27
Russell LaFI/aag e
ANNI VERSARI ES
Robin & MartylBi &¢bard ANNI VERSARI ES
Edna & Bill Maoia@denzi Amanda & Jbk/eI3 Bur ke
Judy & Carl SLtm@B s Beverly & 1D®Fr2Y¥ Weed
Lynn & Ste¥®/ Bhaddri x
Wed e On Face
Worship Assistants for October
Lesson Communion CPOD Video
B anrtor: Prayer Leader Assistant Usher
10/2 Eg‘i,rgr Sherry Fowler | Sherry Fowler | Peggy Oxendine Jimmy Knight Peggy Oxendine
10/9 JI;)?SZ; Laura Jordan | Torren Thomas Laura Jordan Rick Beruf Trtiee At
10/16 Bla\l/l[cai‘vrgin Mary Baldwin | Sherry Fowler HaI;r?:\grth Richard Fowler Shetey Fowler
10/23 S}Eday(’iIZlI;ix Lynn Shaddrix | Lynn Shaddrix Heidi Frear MaryHI;:Z:i::d Al Klehs Frcar
Charles Charles Mary Lou Jimmy Knight and | Sherry Fowler
10/30 Pingree Pingree Hoover Mary Lo Ricky Suggs
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1605 Harbor View Road
Charleston, SC 29412

843 795-4855
Email: mllc@knology.net
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“A CARING FAMILY OF

GoD”

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

STAFFE

Pastor

The Reverend Thomas
Cassem

Director of

Congregational Ministries
Sherry Fowler
Director of Music

Gina Shuey

Office Hours are
Monday—Friday
8 AM to Noon

Vice President—
Nancy Haynsworth
Secretary—

Heidi Frear

Treasurer—

Janice Knight
Financial Secretary—

Vacant

CONGREGATIONAL  COUNCIL MEMBERS
O™ Worship Team Leader—
Officers Brenda Burke
President— Service Team Leader—
Peggy Oxendine Laura Jordan

Evangelism Team Leader—

Vacant
Leaming Team Leader—
Pam Peterson

Congregationa] Care Team

Leader—Mary Lou Hoover
Property Team Leader—
Wayne Rimer

Youth (one year term) -

Are you on
Facebook?

If you are, then join us
on Sundays at 9 AM for
our Facebook Live
streaming of the
Worship Service from
Martin Luther
Lutheran Church.




